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The Gazette   
 January 2026 

God’s Mission for GA Church: To build community where God is at the center. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
All are welcome to our annual Bible 
Village/Epiphany celebration, “Follow 
the Light!” on Sunday, January 4, 
from 10:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 
· 10:30 a.m. – We begin by chalking 

the door in celebration of 
Epiphany. 

· 10:40 a.m. – Gather around the 
fire pit for the traditional burning 
of the Christmas trees. 

· 10:50 a.m.–12:00 p.m. – Head 
upstairs to enjoy hands-on craft 
stations, including leather 
making, weaving, candle making, 
and felt making. 

 
Additional opportunities during this 
time include: 
· A lesson on temple rituals in the 

Chapel with Pastor Ian and Phil at 
11:00 am or 11:15 am. 

· Bread making in the kitchen with 
Carlotta Rosebrock. 

· A simple Mediterranean meal 
shared together in the Fellowship 
Hall. 

 
Come for one activity or stay for them 
all as we celebrate the light of 
Epiphany together in community. We 
look forward to welcoming you! 
 
Volunteers are still needed to help 
with the event.  If you are an artisan 
and have a demonstration to share, 
please contact Jenny Parker to 
reserve table space in the upstairs 
Sunday School area. We are also in 
need of people to start and maintain 
the fire, if interested please contact 
Jenny Parker.  

Annual Congregational Meeting 
Sunday, January 25 –  
In the Sanctuary and on Zoom! 
Plan to attend our annual congregational 
meeting on Sunday, January 25, after worship. Like our worship services, 
the meeting will be a hybrid meeting – you can attend in person in the 
sanctuary or via Zoom. The Zoom link will be shared in the Saturday email 
newsletter the day before the meeting. 
 

This is our once-a-year time when the congregation gathers to focus on the 
business of the church and to think about our ministry and mission for the 
coming year. 
 

At the annual meeting, we will be electing new council members and are 
always seeking willing volunteers! This is an important leadership role in 
our church that is responsible for guiding the church decisions. You can 
expect a collaborative group that meets once a month on the third 
Thursday from 6-8 p.m. Council members also join one committee of their 
choice that generally meets once a month.  
 

Our church requires at least 7 council members and can have up to 9 
members. Each member serves a 2-year term and up to 3 
consecutive terms are allowed. We have room for new members! Please 
reach out to a nominating committee member (and hear them out before 
saying no if they approach you!!). Nominating committee includes Ed 
Huble, Jenny Parker, and Dane Peterson. 
 

Last year, our congregation made the strategic decision to sell our second 
parking lot. This move has successfully lowered our operating expenses 
and provided us with a unique opportunity for long-term investment. 
 

Our Property Committee has identified a critical need: our 72 year-
old boiler. The system is no longer reliable or efficient, leading to 
inconsistent temperatures, high repair bills, and high utility bills. To ensure 
our building remains a warm, welcoming space for years to come, 
leadership recommends using the land sale proceeds to replace the 
system this year. 
 

Join the Conversation: We are grateful for Pastor Ian’s extensive research; 
he and the Property Committee will present the full research and lead a 
discussion at the Annual Meeting on January 25. There will be an 
opportunity for a more in-depth discussion on January 18 following 
worship. Your voice and your vote are vital as we make this decision 
together. 
 

In addition to these items, we will hear and read reports from staff and 
church committees and approve an operating budget for 2026. As you can 
see, there will be a lot happening at this year’s meeting. Please plan now to 
attend and participate! 
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This picture was taken by a neighbor of the church! 
 

As we stand at the start of this new year, I find myself thinking of the entrance doors to our church. In this first week 
of January, we are essentially standing in the narthex—that sacred "in-between" space where we have left the cold 
world behind but haven't yet fully taken our seats for the liturgy of a new year. It is a threshold, a place to pause, and 
prepare our hearts for what lies ahead. 

The prophet Isaiah reminds us, "See, I am doing a new thing! Now it springs up; do you not perceive it?" (Isaiah 
43:19). As we look forward with hope toward 2026, we do so with the confidence that God is already at work in the 
days to come. 

However, before we rush into the "new thing," it is good to pause and remember the year we have just completed. 
Our journey through 2025 was marked by moments of profound courage and clarity. I am particularly moved when I 
think back on the thought and intention of this congregation as we made the hard, yet necessary, decision to sell the 
parking lot across the street. 

That decision was made with the input of the entire congregation for the sake of the Gospel. It was a process that 
required us to look beyond the familiar and prioritize our long-term vitality. As a result of the proceeds from that 
sale, we have ensured that our church can serve its mission for years to come. This was a powerful example of how 
Gustavus Adolphus lives out its mission boldly, even when it might have been easier to stick with the status quo. 

So, what will define us in 2026? Rather than temporary resolutions, I invite us to set meaningful intentions. As a 
congregation, let’s imagine how we can continue to be a people of expansive hospitality, spiritual depth, and 
thoughtful community. 

We have much to look forward to, beginning with our Annual Meeting on January 25th. Gathering together as the 
people of Gustavus Adolphus, we will have the opportunity to chart our path forward for the year ahead. Your voice 
and your presence are vital to this process, and I hope you will join us in participating in that work. 

As we step through the threshold of this new year together, may we be guided by the same spirit of boldness and 
faith that has brought us this far. 

Grace and Peace, 

-pr. ian 
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Annual Hymn Sing 
 Join us on Sunday, January 11, 2026, for our Annual Hymn Sing. Bring your list of favorite 
hymns and sing along with the congregation beginning at 10:45 a.m. in the Sanctuary. We 
will sing until 11:30 a.m.  All are welcome! 
 
No Sunday School 
There will be no Sunday School classes on Sunday, January 18, 2026, in honor of Dr. Martin Luther King 
weekend or on Sunday, January 25, 2026, due to the Annual Meeting.  
 
Rainbow Church Will Meet January 17 

Rainbow Church –  our group for folks who identify as LGBTQIA+ – will be meeting on 
Saturday, January 17, at 2:00 p.m. for our monthly meeting. There is no agenda other 
than fellowship. There could be snacks, there could be games; but there will be lively 
conversation for sure. Join us! If you have questions, reach out to Deacon Phil. 
 

Reports for Annual Booklet 
Deacon Phil will be compiling a booklet of reports for the annual meeting. These will be available for those 
who attend the annual meeting in person and can be picked up at the church after the fact by those who 
are unable to attend in person. We want to include reports for all committees and organizations in the 
congregation detailing their ministries during the past year. We ask that committee chairs and heads of 
organizations take a few minutes and write a report for this booklet. 
 
The deadline for submitting reports to Deacon Phil Holzman for the annual booklet is 
Wednesday, January 14. If possible, please submit your report in a Microsoft Word file or 
a GoogleDoc. Email your report to Phil at philh@gachurchmpls.org. Thank you! 
 
Life Together Capital Appeal Benevolence Update 
At its October meeting, the GA Church Council discussed options for benevolence contributions related to 
the Life Together capital campaign. When the Congregation decided to proceed with the Life Together 
Capital Campaign three years ago, it agreed to contribute 10 percent of the proceeds to various mission 
partners. This currently amounts to over $16,000. The Council recommends that this amount is divided 
among four diƯerent nonprofit organizations that address four diƯerent community and global needs: 
 
* Little Kitchen Food Shelf. A food shelf located in Northeast in Grace Center for 
          Community Life. 
* Change Inc. — Located in Eastside Neighborhood Services. A Northeast-based nonprofit oƯering many      
          services, including childcare, youth programming, employment programs, and older adult 
          transportation. 
* Lutheran Social Service of Minnesota. One of Minnesota’s larger social service 
          organizations, LSS oƯers services related to disability services, refugee services, youth 
          support, and caregiver support, among others. 
* Simpson Housing. 
 
The Congregation is expected to consider this matter at the Annual Meeting in January. If you have 
additional suggestions on organizations to consider, please provide a brief description of the organization 
and the reason you would like it to be considered. You may provide this feedback, as well as any other 
input, to Deacon Phil. 
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From Deacon Phil 
 

ThanƆ Yoƫ! 
Thank you to everyone who helped make our Advent and Christmas worship 
so special. It truly takes a village...you all know who you are. Thank you, and 
God’s blessings to you in the New Year. 
 

GA Choristerơ SchedulŬ foƝ Januarƻ 2026 
A reminder that the GA Choristers is our choir for children in grades 1-5. New singers are always welcome to 
join us. Normally we sing for worship on the third Sunday of the month, but this month the third Sunday is a 
holiday weekend, so we’re shifting to the fourth Sunday. Our schedule for the month is as follows: 
¯ Wednesdays, January 7, 14, and 21 – rehearsals at 6:00 p.m. 
¯ Sunday, January 25 – sing in worship 

ReceiveŪ bƻ Holƻ Baptisƌ 
We were excited to receive Alice Elizabeth Huble into membership through the Sacrament of Holy Baptism 
during  worship on Sunday, November 30. Alice is the child of Julie & Paul Huble and sibling to Calvin. 
Alice’s sponsors were Stephanie & Scott Morris, Jeni & Lee Morris, and Amy & Eric Prawalsky. 
 
Financial Update 
2025 was a positive year for GA’s finances. At the end of November, the church had a nearly $22,000 budget 
surplus for the year. While year-end numbers will be finalized soon, we’re certain to end the year with at 
least a small surplus. Thanks to everyone for your generous support over the course of the year. In addition 
to member giving, welcoming a few new tenants to the GA building supplemented our revenue in 2025. 
 
The Finance team implemented a few important changes in 2025, including transition to a new bookkeeping 
software platform and a new contract bookkeeping service. 
 
The Church Council finalized a budget for 2026 at its December meeting. Details will be shared soon, once 
any finishing touches are complete. The current version represents an approximately 3.7% increase in 
expenditures over the 2025 amount, largely to account for inflationary increases. The full budget is 
expected to be approved at the congregational meeting on January 25. 
 
Income/Expense through November 30, 2025: 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

Church Council Executive Committee Contact Information 
 President: Matthew Streed .......................................... matthewstreed@gmail.com 
 Vice-President: Jenny Arneson ...................................... arneson.jenny@gmail.com 
 Co-Secretary: Shirley Fors.................................................. shirlfors44@gmail.com 
 Co-Secretary: Karen Thorson Grivna .................................. kwtgrivna@comcast.net 
 Treasurer: Matt Brown ........................................................... mcb612@gmail.com 
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Prayer List 

As the body of Christ and a family of believers, let us pray for each other. 
 

Y Paul & Sharon Banitt – Carlotta Rosebrock requests prayers for her parents, as her father has ongoing 
 health issues, and her mother is his caregiver in their home. 
Y Rodney Christopherson. 
Y Pam Evangelist – Pam would like prayers for her as she is living with Parkinsons. 
Y Sharon Hatella – Prayers for Sharon who is suƯering from back issues and pain. 
Y Julia Ludovici – Elizabeth Ludovici requests prayers for her spouse who has been dealing with chronic 
 pain that has kept her out of work for several months. 
Y Lesa Rowen, Melissa Hentges’ mother, who has an ongoing health situation. 
Y Kathy Ryan - Prayers for continued recovery at home as Kathy is experiencing health diƯiculties. Pray 
 that God would continue to heal her, guide us in her care, and fill her family with God's peace. 
Y Doug – Ongoing health issues. 
Y Brooke – Prayers for Brooke who has received a cancer diagnosis. 
Y Karen – Prayers for Karen, who is receiving hospice care. 
 
Y To have someone’s name included on the prayer list, contact our volunteer prayer coordinator, Jean 
Jenson, at mplsjean@yahoo.com or Pastor Ian or Deacon Phil. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Are You a Thrivent Member? 
The staƯ and the Congregational Life Committee are currently compiling a list of all GA members who are 
also Thrivent members. If you are a Thrivent member and we may not know about it, please reach out to 
Pastor Ian or Deacon Phil and let them know. Thank you! 
 

Yoƫ ArŬ WelcomŬ HerŬ! 
 

Gustavus Adolphus Lutheran Church proclaims that the Gospel is God’s gift to all people, to be shared 
unconditionally. We rejoice in the manner in which diversity has enriched, nurtured and challenged the 
life and ministry we share in Christ. We know that the world is often an unloving place and that the 
experience of alienation is all too common. We give thanks for the gift of reconciliation through Christ 
Jesus, thus we commit to the work of racial equity and justice. We welcome people of all ages, races, 
ethnicities, sexual orientations, gender identities, gender expressions, physical and mental abilities, 
educational levels, faith backgrounds and socioeconomic status. We strive to be an evermore 
welcoming community. Following the example of Christ, we extend a most heartfelt welcome to all. 
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Adult Education Corner 
Congregational Life is excited to announce a preview of the 2026 Adult Education learning opportunities. 
Keep following this corner to stay on top of the details as they emerge. Expect one or two bonus events 
as the year progresses!  
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Gustavus Adolphus Lutheran Church 
A Reconciling in Christ Congregation 

Church Phone: 612-789-7256 
 

Bldg. Hours: Mon. thru Thurs. – 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Evenings as noted in weekly online calendar. 

Website: www.gachurchmpls.org 
 

Sunday Worship at 9:30 a.m. 
 

Church StaƯ … 
 
 

Pastor Ian Coen-Frei, Minister of Word & Sacrament (Ext. 10) 
 pastorian@gachurchmpls.org 
 For Pastoral Care: 612-888-3701 
 
 

Deacon Phil Holzman, Minister of Word & Service (Ext. 11) 
 (Worship & Music, Parish Administration)  
 philh@gachurchmpls.org 
 Cell Phone: 320-304-1774 (for calls/texts)  
 
 

Joel Lurvey, Contemporary Choir Director 
 joel.lurvey@gmail.com 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

“The Gazette” 
A publication of  

 
 
 
 
 

1509 27th Avenue NE 
Minneapolis, MN  55418 

Ways You Can Support GA Church  
(besides bringing your oƯerings on 
Sunday morning to worship): 

1) Mail your oƯering to GA:  
1509 27th Avenue NE 
Minneapolis, MN  55418  
 

2) Our church oƯers online 
giving and text-to-give. 
They’re easy to use and 
secure! You can give a gift of support online 
at www.gachurchmpls.org/donate or give via 
text message by texting the amount you would 
like to give to (612) 887-1797. 
 

3) Email Deacon Phil or Pastor Ian for 
instructions on how to make a stock gift. 
 

4) Point your smartphone at the QR code above! 

2025 Sunday S
chool 

C
hristm

as Pageant C
ast 


