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God’s Mission for GA Church: To build community where God is at the center.

Pet Blessing/Feast of St. Francis of Assisi
Sunday, October 5
The Feast of St. Francis of Assisi is celebrated on October 4 each

year and honors one of the most beloved saints in Christian tradition.

Francis, who lived in the 12th and 13th centuries, is remembered for
his deep humility, radical embrace of poverty, and profound love for
creation. He sought to follow Christ as closely as possible,
renouncing wealth and status to live simply and serve the poor. His
way of life inspired the Franciscan movement, which continues to
shape the church through its commitment to peace, simplicity, and
care for the marginalized.

This feast day is often marked by services of blessing, particularly
the Blessing of the Animals, reflecting Francis’s joy in seeing all
creatures as siblings under God. This year on Sunday, October 5, we
will be celebrating the Feast of St. Francis during worship, which will
include a time of blessing for pets! During this part of the service,
people and their pets will be invited forward to receive a blessing as
the congregation sings St. Francis’ beloved hymn All Creatures,
Worship God Most High! For those who have pets who have died,
they would also be invited forward with a picture of their pet to give
thanks for the life shared together!

And during the children’s message, kiddos are invited to bring a
beloved animal stuffie with them for a special blessing!

| am so excited to celebrate this ancient Christian tradition, and pray
it helps connect us with the church universal and God’s good
creation!
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All creatures, worship God most high!
Sound ev’ry voice in earth and sky; Alleluia! Alleluia!
Sing, brother sun, in splendor bright;
sing, sister moon and stars of night.

-pr. lan

O sisters, brothers, take your part,
and worship God with humble heart: Alleluia! Alleluia!
All creatures, bless the Father, Son,
and Holy Spirit, Three in One.

Third Grade Bibles
Congratulations to all the third-grade
children who will be receiving bibles
on Reformation Sunday, October 26.
We invite all third-grade students,
their parents, and sponsors to
attend worship service on the 26 for
this annual GA tradition. The bibles
are a gift from the congregation, and
we hope the students will get a lot of
use out of their bible in the years to
come. Please remember to wear red
for Reformation! Our third-graders
are:

e Clark Bodurtha

e Kasey Franz

e Harrison Lindback
¢ Daniel Navratil

e Dean Nielsen

e Wilson Oakes

e Stanley Olson

Create a Legacy For

the Ministries You Love
Legacy planning might sound like
something reserved for the wealthy
or later in life—but it’s for everyone
who wants to make a lasting impact.
Whether it’s GA, a beloved ministry,
or a cause close to your heart, you
can create a charitable gift plan that
honors your values. Thanks to a
partnership between Gustavus
Adolphus and the ELCA Foundation,
free charitable planning resources
are available to you.

Join us on Sunday, October 5, after
worship (in the Sanctuary) fora
special presentation by Joe Sullivan
from the ELCA Foundation. He will
walk through simple, practical
options for setting up a charitable
gift plan that supports the
organizations you care about—while
also aligning with your personal
financial and estate-planning goals.
Leave a legacy of generosity. Start
planning today.



From Pastor lan

A week before Sarah and | set off for our trip to Scandinavia, a thought struck me. We love exploring history on our
travels—museums, castles, and especially old churches. It occurred to me that Gustavus Adolphus, the very
Swedish king our congregation's founders chose as our namesake 111 years ago, must have left his mark on the

region. A quick search proved me right. To my surprise, our hotel in Stockholm was just a ten-minute walk from his
tomb. You can probably guess what was on our itinerary!
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Visiting the king’s tomb was just the beginning of our journey into our Lutheran heritage. We soon discovered that
the story of our faith was woven into the very fabric of Denmark, Sweden, and Norway, each of which adopted
Lutheranism as the state religion during the Reformation. Its fingerprints were everywhere. In Lund, we stood in the
ancient cathedral where, in a powerful symbol of reconciliation, Pope Francis led a historic joint worship service in

2016. In Stockholm's Skansen open-air museum, we saw beautiful Bonadsmalning—painted tapestries used to
share biblical stories with rural families for centuries.

Yet, this deep historical legacy has a shadow side. We also learned how the state church was used as a tool to
assimilate and subjugate the indigenous Sami people, a painful history that echoes the boarding school tragedies
here in North America. It was a stark reminder that the Church, in every time and place—including our own—is
made of imperfect people and is in constant need of reform.

As we enter October and look toward Reformation Sunday on the 26th, this is the lesson | carry home with me. The
Reformation isn’t a dusty event we simply commemorate; it is a living, breathing call to action. It is the work of
continually examining ourselves, our traditions, and our impact on the world around us. It is the courage to
celebrate our rich history while honestly confronting the times we have failed. May this season of remembrance

inspire us not just to look back at what the church was, but to actively discern together what God is calling our
congregation to become.



October Community Meal...Saturday, October 4 O M y N
Our monthly Community Meal is coming up on Saturday, October 4. . Fhee
The mealis served at 5:30 p.m. On the menu this month we have ham

and potatoes with salads and sides. Everyone is welcome to come . I
and share in the meal with our neighbors on Saturday at 5:30 p.m.
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Rainbow Church Meets October 25

Rainbow Church — our group for folks who identify as LGBTQIA+ — will be meeting on
Saturday, October 25, at 2:00 p.m. for conversation and perhaps snacks and games.
Come join the fun! Questions? Reach out to Deacon Phil.

GA Book Club Meets in October

Join us on Monday, October 27, at 6:30 p.m. to discuss Dr. Victoria Sweet’s God’s Hotel: A
Doctor, a Hospital, and a Pilgrimage to the Heart of Medicine. In this memoir, Sweet it By
reflects on her experiences using ancient healing practices and slow medicine in herwork | ©© D5
at the last almshouse hospital in the US. She shares stories of how a slower approach to HOTEL
medicine has helped comfort and heal some of her sickest patients. Join us in the Fireside
Room at GA for our conversation. All are welcome!

Change to Gazette Distribution

As times have changed, more people have requested that we move to online distribution of the "Gazette"
newsletter. Beginning with next month's issue (November), we will be emailing an electronic version of the
newsletter to everyone on our email list.

If you wish to continue receiving a paper copy of the "Gazette" newsletter, you
certainly can do so. Simply let Deacon Phil know no later than October 20 by:

e calling him at church (612-789-7256, ext. 11); EHUREH
e calling ortexting him on his cell phone (320-304-1774); NEWSLETTER
e emailing him (philh@gachurchmpls.org).

Please note that if you do not have email or we do not have an email address for you on file, you will
automatically receive a paper copy of the "Gazette" in the mail.

We will also put a few additional paper copies of the newsletter in the literature rack by the elevator in the
narthex each month.

We appreciate your understanding as we make this change in the distribution of our church newsletter.

New Parking Options

Let’s work together to adjust to our new parking options at GA. With the south lot
sold, please reserve the north lot and nearby street spots for those who need
them most. Should you be comfortable walking a bit farther, please consider
parking further on 27th Avenue or Lincoln Street.




From Deacon Phil THIS]
Qun Chein Yean Ts Undeway E \
Our choirs are hard at work this fall. Joel and the Contemporary Group led : t

music at our worship service on September 21. The GA Choir sang a spirited LOVES YOU
anthem for the first time in worship on September 28. The Gustavus Bells LW W )
are busy preparing an anthem for worship on the 2nd Sunday of October.

The GA Choristers will begin their rehearsals on October 1. This is our choir for children in grades 1-5. They
meet in the Chapel. All kids in this age group are welcome. Here is their schedule for the month:

2 Wednesday, Oct. 1 & 8 - rehearsals at 6:00 p.m.

2 Wednesday, Oct. 15 - NO rehearsal because of MEA Break

2 Wednesday, Oct. 22 - rehearsal at 6:00 p.m.

£ Sunday, Oct. 26 - Sing for worship

| will provide a month-to-month schedule to participating families of the Choristers.

Gpesklacutan Organ Recitod en Holleween

It’s become a GA tradition...my Spooktacular Organ Recital on Halloween as part of Trunk or Treat.
Everyone is invited to come to church at 4:30 p.m. that day and enjoy 30 minutes of “spooky” organ music
on GA’s mighty Moller/Rodgers organ, culminating in Bach’s famous “Toccata and Fugue in d minor.” This is
a recital for folks of all ages.

Bell Chein Subatitules Needed

While we currently have a full roster of regular ringers in the Gustavus Bells, we are in need of substitute
ringers. | know there are people in our congregation who had experience playing handbells at some pointin
their lives; or people who play piano or another instrument and read music well. We need you to be on-call
to help out when we need a substitute.

A more pressing need coming up will be the need for a long-term substitute in the bell choir from January
through May when one of our ringers goes on leave. We will definitely need someone to step in. Think about
it, my friends, and let me know if you might want to help out in the bell choir for those months!

From the Mutual Ministry Committee

The Mutual Ministry Committee would like to remind you that we are here to serve you! The goals of this
committee are to gather feedback from church members, communicate feedback to the community, and
support and counsel church members through differences of opinion. We are here to advocate for and
assist congregants, called staff, and other staff in navigating issues you experience in our life together. You
can reach out to us via email at mutualministry@gachurchmpls.org or find one of our members to have an
in-person conversation. Should you email, a member of the MMC will then reach out to you to best
understand what you would like us to do with the feedback you share with us. Our goal is that every member
of our community feels heard and validated in their experience and empowered to impact our life together.
The Mutual Ministry Committee looks forward to hearing from you and supporting you!

Mutual Ministry Committee members: Dane Peterson, Bev Prawalsky, Carlotta Rosebrock, Josh Koletar,
Josh Meuwissen, Brandon Arneson.
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October = Pledge Cards

Our Stewardship Committee invites you to complete a pledge for your 2026 planned giving. Throughout
October, fellow members will share their stories of why they support the mission and ministry at GA. We
hope you prayerfully consider how the church fits into your life and budget.

Filling out the pledge card is a simple act, but incredibly helpful for leadership to plan and present the
2026 budget. The Stewardship Committee’s goalis for most members to provide this information.

Pledge cards have been mailed separately; they are also available at church. You may mail back the card
or drop it in the offering plate throughout the month of October. Alternatively, you may provide the
information through the online form, accessed through the QR code below.

Thank you for the ways you have shown generosity through supporting our mission of building community
where God is at the center.

A Note About Special Offering Envelopes Oﬂfel,i“
For those of you who use the special envelopes included in our box of envelopes such

as Ash Wednesday, Lent, Easter, Christmas, etc., please know that we appreciate your E“Ve10 es
generous use of those envelopes. The Finance Team wants you to know that the giving

in those envelopes will not be indicated individually on your giving statements. The }
offerings in those envelopes are simply recorded as giving to the General Fund. If you
have any questions about this, please reach out to Deacon Phil.
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Goodbye to Coffee Hour?!

No, never. But the Congregational Life Committee has been working on an easier way for volunteers to
sign up to serve. We are hoping that anyone who is interested in helping out would give us their email
address. Then when the new sheet is posted or there are vacancies, we will able to let you know. The sign-
up sheet will still be posted on the Narthex bulletin board, and we will keep it updated.

Whether you are a regular volunteer or are willing to serve once in awhile, we
hope this will help facilitate this popular and important part of our

Sundays. There are instructions hanging next to the coffee pots. Snacks do
not have to be homemade and can be very simple.

If you can help, or have questions, please email Mary
Larson. larson1953@msn.com




Winter Gear Collection at GA

Children's Home Society and Lutheran Social Service of Minnesota have invited GA to partner with them
this holiday season. We are excited to announce that GA will be a community drop off site the month of
November collecting new toys and new winter gear for children in foster

care. Items collected will be available on December 17, when LSS will host a 2 2
holiday event for relative and kinship caregivers of youth in foster care. This event >
will offer caregivers the opportunity to shop for gifts, wrap presents, and access —
community resources, all at no cost. The goal of LSS is to ease some of the stress D DNAT
and financial burden the holidays can bring, especially for those unexpectedly
caring for youth, and to ensure these young people experience a joyful season like
their peers. We invite GA members to donate new toys and winter gear during the
month of November for this important project. GA was invited to become a community partner on this

project after the success of our “God’s Work. Our Hands. Sunday” of packing hygiene kits for LSS.
Special thanks to the Social Ministry Committee for sponsoring the partnership.
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Prayer List

As the body of Christ and a family of believers, let us pray for each other.

¥ Paul & Sharon Banitt— Carlotta Rosebrock requests prayers for her parents, as her father has
ongoing health issues, and her mother is his caregiver in their home.

¥ Rodney Christopherson.

¥ Pam Evangelist— Pam would like prayers for her as she is living with Parkinsons.

¥ Sharon Hatella — Prayers for Sharon who is suffering from back issues and pain.

¥ Ben Hentges - Prayers for Nic Hentges’ brother who is currently battling some health issues.

¥ NancyJohnson - Prayers for Nancy who has some current health concerns.

¥ Julia Ludovici- Elizabeth Ludovici requests prayers for her spouse who has been dealing with chronic
pain that has kept her out of work for several months.

¥ Nellie Nelson - Prayers for Mary Nelson Yunker’s great-granddaughter who has upcoming surgery.
¥ Lesa Rowen, Melissa Hentges’ mother, who has an ongoing health situation.

¥ Doug- Ongoing health issues.

¥ Aimee and her son Ethan (friends of Nicole Navratil and her sister, Katrina) who have each recently
had difficult cancer diagnoses.

¥ Brooke - Prayers for Brooke who has received a cancer diagnosis.

To have someone’s name included on the prayer list, contact our volunteer prayer coordinator, Jean
Jenson, at mplsjean@yahoo.com or Pastor lan or Deacon Phil.

Church Council Executive Committee Contact Informati
matthewstreed@gmail.co

....................................... arneson.jenny@gmail.com
.................................................. shirlfors44@gmail.com
................................. kwtgrivna@comcast.net
........................................................... mch612@gmail.com




Trunk or Treat!

Happy Halloween from the Congregational Life Committee. Please join the congregation on Friday,

October 31, for two great events:

¢+ The Spooktacular Concert performed by our very own Deacon Phil Holzman will start at 4:30 p.m. in
the sanctuary.

¢ Trunkor Treat in the parking lot from 5-6 p.m.

There will be fun for the entire family; don’t forget to wear your costume!

How can you help? We are in need of members to provide the trunks and candy for the event. If you are
willing to pass out candy at the event, please let Jenny Parker know.

We are also collecting bags of wrapped candy the entire month of
October to offset the cost of candy for our volunteers. Please
consider donating a bag or two. This has become a very popular
event for the neighborhood with well over 150 kids and their families
in attendance last year. It’s a great opportunity for the congregation
to welcome our neighbor.

A special thanks to Kristin Tangen, Nick Tangen, and Jenny Parker for hosting the event again this year.

Sunday School Field Trip

On Sunday, October 26, the Sunday School children will take a field trip to the fire station across the
street from church. As we continue to learn about community helpers and saying thanks in Sunday
school, we thought it was a great time to meet the members of our community. We will leave church at
11:05, spend about 20 minutes at the station and walk back to church at 11:25 for parent pickup. As a
thank-you to the local firemen in our community, the Sunday School department will collect donations of
snack items during the month of October. If you are able, please consider donating a package of cookies,
a box of granola bars, hot cocoa mix, a bag of potato chips or any other snack type item. Please, no
homemade items due to safety reasons. Parents and other congregation members are also invited to
attend the field trip if you would like to see the big engines too. Of course, we may need to postpone the
experience if the crews are out on a call.

You Ane Welcome Hene!

Gustavus Adolphus Lutheran Church proclaims that the Gospel is God'’s gift to all people, to be sh
unconditionally. We rejoice in the manner in which diversity has enriched, nurtured and challenged the
life and ministry we share in Christ. We know that the world is often an unloving place and that the
experience of alienation is all too common. We give thanks for the gift of reconciliation through Christ
Jesus, thus we commit to the work of racial equity and justice. We welcome people of all ages, races,
thnicities, sexual orientations, gender identities, gender esxpressions, physical and mental abilities,
jonal levels, faith backgrounds and socioeconomic status. We strive to be an evermore
unity. Following the example of Christ, we extend a most heartfelt welcome to all.
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Ways You Can Support GA Church
(besides bringing your offerings on
Sunday morning to worship):

1) Mail your offering to GA:
1509 27" Avenue NE
Minneapolis, MN 55418

2) Our church offers online
giving and text-to-give.
They’re easy to use and
secure! You can give a gift of support online

at www.gachurchmpls.org/donate or give via
text message by texting the amount you would
like to give to (612) 887-1797.

3) Email Deacon Philif you are interested in
learning how to contribute stock donations.

4) Point your smartphone at the QR code above!

2025 Gustavus Adolphus Church Council
Matthew Streed, President

lenny Arneson, Vice-President

Shirley Fors, Co-Secretary

Karen Thorson Grivna, Co-Secretary

Matt Brown, Treasurer @)

At-Large Members:
Bob Bach
Lori Nordling RECONCILING IN CHRIST




