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AdvenƦ Beginơ Sundaƻ, NovembeƝ 27 
 

HerŬ iơ ouƝ AdvenƦ anŪ Christmaơ SchedulŬ aƦ  
Gustavuơ Adolphuơ Churcź! 

 
Sunday, November 27 – First Sunday of Advent 
 9:30 a.m. – Worship 
 NO Sunday School this day...Thanksgiving weekend break 
 
Sunday, December 4 – Second Sunday of Advent 
 9:30 a.m. – Worship 
 10:45 a.m. – Sunday School...Christmas program rehearsal 
 10:45 a.m. – Social Ministry ConversaƟon 
 
Sunday, December 11 – Third Sunday of Advent 
 9:30 a.m. – Worship...Sunday School Christmas Program 
 10:45 a.m. – CongregaƟonal Potluck Lunch 
 
Sunday, December 18 – Fourth Sunday of Advent 
 9:30 a.m. – Worship 
 10:45 a.m. – Sunday School Christmas Party 
 4:00 p.m. – “A FesƟval of Nine Lessons and Carols” presented by GA Choir and Northeast Chorale 
 
Saturday, December 24 – NaƟvity of Our Lord/Christmas Eve 
 4:00 p.m. – Candlelight Worship 
 
Sunday, December 25 – NaƟvity of Our Lord/Christmas Day 
 9:30 a.m. – Worship (with Mt. Carmel as our guests) 
 
 
 
 

God’s Mission for GA Church: To build community where God is at the center. 



 
 
 
 
 
Mask Policy Reminder 
Masks are no longer required to be worn for worship or other church acƟviƟes. Of course, you may always 
wear a mask if that suits your comfort level as we conƟnue to make our way through this pandemic. 
 
Calling all CraŌers! 
On Thursday, December 1, from 9:30 a.m. – 2:00 p.m., we will be cuƫng fleece to 
make scarves for elementary students in our area. Even if you don't consider 
yourself a craŌer, it's just cuƫng in a straight line. Come for an hour or stay as 
long as you can. Please bring a pair of large scissors if you have a pair. Quilters – 
please bring your 8-1/2 x 24 ruler, cuƫng board, and rotary cuƩer. Also bring a 
lunch if you plan to stay. QuesƟons? Call Bonnie MaƩson at 651-784-7168.  
 
Social Ministry at Gustavus Adolphus Lutheran Church 
Sunday, December 4, AŌer Worship  

Join Nick Tangen for a conversaƟon about opportuniƟes to build relaƟonships in NE 
Minneapolis, work alongside our neighbors for the common good, and follow Jesus’ 
command to love God and love neighbor. We’ll discuss exisƟng opportuniƟes, the 
nature of asset-based community work, and imagine some possibiliƟes for our 
community in the future. QuesƟons? Contact Nick Tangen at 
nicholastangen@gmail.com. 

 
WELCA MeeƟng 
All women of the church are invited to the WELCA (Women of the ELCA) meeƟng on Tuesday, December 6, at 
1:00 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall. 
 
Bible & Brews – December 8, 6:30 p.m. 
MeeƟng at Church This Month! (Note change of locaƟon for December!) 
Exactly what it sounds like…Grab your favorite beer and your Bible, and join us on the 
second Thursday of every month for a relaxed conversaƟon about scripture, the church, 
and this life of faith. If you would like to be added to the reminder email list, please contact 
Nick Tangen at nicholastangen@gmail.com or 651-808-7067. 
 
Men’s Breakfast 
We invite all men in the congregaƟon to join us for breakfast and devoƟons on Saturday, Dec. 10, at 8:00 a.m. 
Come for the fellowship and some delicious food. QuesƟons? Contact Gary Arvidson at 763-755-3987. 
 
Wednesday Morning Coffee Hour 
Everyone is welcome each Wednesday at 10:00 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall for some coffee, cookies, and 
conversaƟon. Please join us.  
 
Monday Grief Group 
Each Monday at 1:00 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall. For more informaƟon, talk to Pastor Sara.  



The Pot Luck is Back! 
The Sunday School pageant is a favorite here at GA and so is the pot luck aŌerwards. It's been a while. In fact, 
some of our kids have never experienced the joy of a Lutheran Pot Luck. Everyone is welcome to gather in the 
Fellowship Hall right aŌer the Worship service on December 11.  We'll need: 
      *Main Dishes (sandwiches, hot dishes, etc.) 
      *Salads (Jell-O or otherwise) 
      *Breads and side dishes 
      *Desserts 
      Beverages will be provided. 
 
Bring your food to the kitchen before church and a crew will take care of it. 
 
We don’t assign dishes, so bring something that would serve 10 to 12 people. (Really, this always seems to 
magically work out. Well, there was that one pot luck when everyone brought brownies...).   
EVERYONE IS WELCOME! 

 
Winter Gear Drive for Local Schools 
We’ll have a goodly amount of scarves for school kids aŌer the Quilters event on December 1 
(see arƟcle on the 2nd page of this newsleƩer), but we will sƟll collect hats, miƩens, and 
gloves. Everything will be distributed to local elementary schools in January. There will be 
baskets in the Narthex from December 4 to January 8 to collect your donaƟons.   
 

Contribute to the Poinseƫa Memorial Garden 
You’ll noƟce that there’s an envelope included in this mailing for our Poinseƫa 
Memorial Garden. This is an opportunity for you to contribute towards the purchase 
of poinseƫas to decorate the sanctuary for our Christmas Eve and Christmas Day 
services. You may contribute any amount you wish in the envelope and indicate your 
desired dedicaƟon, which will be listed in the Christmas bulleƟns. Please place your 
envelope in the offering plate, or return to church, by Sunday, December 18. 

 
       
Coming Soon to the Narthex at Church! 
Þ 2023 calendars from Washburn-McReavy; 
Þ 2023 offering envelopes for those who use envelopes;  
Þ First quarter 2023 “Christ in Our Home” devoƟonal booklets. 
 
 

Holiday Worship Schedule 
As a result of some conversaƟons at our BeƩer Together task force, we have decided to share 
worship services on the Christmas and New Year’s holidays with Mt. Carmel as follows: 
 Sunday, December 25, at 9:30 a.m. – Joint Worship at GA (no service at Mt. Carmel) 
 Sunday, January 1, at 9:30 a.m. – Join worship at Mt. Carmel (no service at GA) 
 
ConfirmaƟon Classes in December and January 
We will conƟnue our joint monthly classes with Mt. Carmel Lutheran Church on Saturdays, December 3 (at 
Mt. Carmel) and January 14 (at GA) from 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Thank you to all parents and volunteers for 
their leadership in the first half of the school year! May our 16 students learn and grow in knowledge, 
wisdom, love, and hope. With any quesƟons, please contact Pastor Sara at pastorsara@gachurchmpls.org. 
 



NeƵ Memberơ ReceiveŪ NovembeƝ 13, 2022 
 
Bryan Kumlin 
Bryant was born and raised in the suburbs of Minneapolis. He came to Northeast, where he has 
lived for 15 years, while studying at the Univ. of MN. Bryant is now studying history at Luther 
Seminary and works at the library there. Bryant is very passionate about adult educaƟon and 
community building. 

 
 
 
DusƟn McIntee  
DusƟn is a Minnesota naƟve and has lived in the Twin CiƟes for most of his life. AŌer living in 
North Carolina for almost 9 years, DusƟn moved back to Minneapolis in July 2019. He is a 
football, wrestling, and track & field coach at Minneapolis South High School, and he has 
worked numerous other jobs to support his coaching habit. DusƟn first came to GA on Easter 
Sunday of this year. He lives in Northeast with his wife, Tiffany, and their 3 cats. 
 
 
 
 

Barb O’Connor 
I was raised Lutheran in the small town of Proctor, MN. I was a member of Immanuel 
Lutheran Church and was acƟve in Sunday School, Junior and Senior Choir, and Luther 
League. When I married my husband, Jon, in 1972, we had an ecumenical service at 
Immanuel Lutheran Church. Both a priest and a minister presided. I never completely 
forgot my Lutheran roots, so when we started aƩending GA, iniƟally for my daughter’s 
wedding, then for Sunday school programs, youngest granddaughter’s bapƟsm, and 
oldest granddaughter’s confirmaƟon, we felt GA was such a welcoming congregaƟon. 
Once the pandemic hit, things changed for everyone. My husband and I started 
aƩending GA through Zoom along with son-in-law Travis, daughter Amy, and daughter 
Kelly. By this Ɵme, unfortunately, my husband was quite ill, and he passed away on 
June 1, 2020. I wish he was sƟll here, because if he was we could have made this 
journey together. For me, I am now coming full circle and I am once again going to join 
the Lutheran Church. I feel so grateful for this opportunity. Thanks to all who have 
made is such a great experience, and I look forward to becoming acƟve here, too. The 
day I actually become a member of this church – November 13, 2022 – is a special day. 
On that day 11 years ago, our youngest granddaughter was bapƟzed! 

 
 
Kelly Prebish 
I was raised Catholic in Minneapolis. I aƩended St. Charles Borromeo Church and went to 
school at St. Charles from 1st-8th grade. By the Ɵme I was an adult, I was lucky if I aƩended 
church twice a year. When my dad became quite ill in 2020, on one of my visits with him, 
he told me he was disappointed that I wasn’t doing anything with my faith. I made a 
promise to him and to myself that I would somehow get to church weekly again. I started 
aƩending GA via Zoom with my sister, Amy, her husband, Travis, and my mom, Barb,  
shortly aŌer that. I feel very welcomed at GA. I live in Minneapolis with my husband, 
Shane, and our kiƩy, Bailey. I have been working at Cub Foods in St. Anthony for 25 ½ 
years, so I am sure some of you have seen me there. 
 
 



Open MeeƟng of Alcoholics Anonymous: 
“Language of the Heart” 
 

Sundays 4:00—5:00 p.m.  
In The Fireside Room at GA Church 
Coffee and tea provided 
Short readings from AA literature-- 
   and sharing (from the Heart) 
Contact Cheryl J. 612-708-2204  

Gustavus Adolphus ExecuƟve CommiƩee Contact InformaƟon 
 MaƩhew Streed, President  .............. maƩhewstreed@gmail.com 
 CurƟs NavraƟl, Vice-President .......... curtnavraƟl@gmail.com 
 Dee Kjera, Secretary  ......................... deekjera@gmail.com 
 KrisƟn Tangen, Treasurer .................. ksnobeck@gmail.com 
 
The next meeƟng of the Church Council is Thursday, December 15, at 6:00 p.m. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I wanƦ tƒ offeƝ mƻ ǊincerŬ anŪ heartfelƦ thankơ tƒ everyonŬ iƍ thŬ GA congregatioƍ 
foƝ thŬ wonderfuƈ celebratioƍ oŵ mƻ 15tź anniversarƻ oŵ ǊervicŬ thaƦ waơ helŪ oƍ 
Sundaƻ, OctobeƝ 30. I waơ trulƻ humbleŪ bƻ thŬ ǊpiriƦ oŵ lovŬ anŪ appreciatioƍ 

thaƦ waơ evidenƦ bƻ everyonŬ presenƦ. Thankơ tƒ everyonŬ whƒ participateŪ iƍ thŬ 
prograƌ, tƒ thosŬ whƒ prepareŪ anŪ ǊerveŪ thŬ ǆeceptioƍ, anŪ tƒ everyonŬ whƒ 
attendeŪ – anŪ foƝ thŬ congregationaƈ gifƦ. IƦ waơ trulƻ Ś wonderfuƈ daƻ. I aƌ 
certainlƻ blesseŪ tƒ bŬ ǊervinŶ herŬ amonŶ yoƫ, anŪ I looƆ forwarŪ tƒ whaƦ thŬ 

futurŬ holdơ aơ wŬ continuŬ tƒ ǊervŬ GoŪ herŬ aƦ thŬ corneƝ oŵ 27tź anŪ Johnsoƍ iƍ 
NE Minneapoliơ. Blessingơ tƒ alƈ oŵ yoƫ aơ wŬ approacź thiơ holƻ timŬ oŵ yeaƝ! 

 
Iƍ ChrisƦ'Ǌ lovŬ, 

Deacoƍ Phiƈ Holzmaƍ  



TransiƟon Notes from our Interim Pastor 
October and November were busy months for congregaƟonal input. The Call 
CommiƩee offered two invitaƟons and you responded well. Thank you! What you 
shared is helping both the Call CommiƩee and the Mission Site Profile (MSP) wriƟng 
team. Thank you for sharing what you are excited about at GA and what you believe 
is needed in a new leader. All this to conƟnue living into our calling as God's people 
together. And, humanly speaking as well, a healthy church family adds strength to 
its community, neighborhood, and the individual lives of its members. Period! 
 
All this (conversaƟon, input, and synthesis) takes Ɵme, especially when systems are complex and congregaƟons are 
commiƩed to hearing as many voices as possible and sharing the leadership load. In addiƟon, someƟmes congregaƟons 
take a slight "pause" in forward movement while they seek new pastors, but that isn't true of GA. You have conƟnued a 
strong re-entry aŌer the brunt of the pandemic and are looking toward commiƫng again to your future with a hoped-
for capital campaign to care for your south parking lot, building, and technology goals. [Note: The final commitment to 
this campaign will be made at the annual meeƟng.] 
 
Looking ahead, wisdom and life experience say that these last weeks of the year will warrant a different amount of 
focus and Ɵme given by all of us to these things. While we conƟnue taking steps in all our church planning and 
administraƟon, let us also make Ɵme to enjoy the beauty and joy of Advent and Christmas. The power of God's love and 
the miracle of Jesus' birth will be our central focus and we will all be renewed as ChrisƟans for God's call on our lives. 
 

"By the tender mercy of our God, the dawn from on high will break upon us, 
to give light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, 

to guide our feet into the way of peace.” 
Luke 1:78-79 (NRSV) 

 
Note from the Treasurer 

If you were in church or on Zoom on the Sunday that I high-kicked 
and we all clapped, you’ll know that we have hit ZERO!!!!!! The 
numbers above reflect just before we got a few more amazing 
giŌs that balanced our books!!!! 

This is an absolutely AMAZING accomplishment. I’ve come to 
learn in the church world, that a deficit is preƩy typical but in full 
transparency, it sƟll gives me lower back sweat =p 

I will caveat that this incredible achievement might be a liƩle short-lived now that the boiler is on… BUT I think it is so 
important to recognize and celebrate our generous efforts together! 

As we head into the end of the year, I’m reminded of the wonderful first full year that Nick and I are back at GA. I am so 
grateful for you all. 

So what does GA mean to me? It means that I get to share my giŌs with a community that shares their giŌs with me and 
our neighbors. I get to rejoice in the good, lament in the sad and grow in faith for the challenges ahead. 

I’m very blessed to be a part of building a community where God is at the center. 

I also want to give a special THANK YOU to all of you who turned in your pledge cards or updated your giving online. It 
has been so helpful when planning for next year’s budget. 

Thank you again for your stewardship. 
 
I love you all! 
 
KrisƟn 









 

Financial Update 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The figures above represent our income/expenses through October 31, 2022. 
  
October 2022 YTD Actual Income of $247,547.87 represents 86% of our budgeted $287,345.04. 
October 2022 YTD Expenses of $259,149.71 represent 90% of our budgeted $287,344.98. 
The -$11,601.84 difference consƟtutes our YTD deficit. 
  
As compared to last year, YTD our income is -$42,428.07 and our expenses are up $2,908.05.   

   
  KrisƟn Tangen, 
  Church Council Treasurer  

Ways You Can Give to GA Church  
(besides bringing your offerings on Sunday 
morning to worship): 
 
1) Mail your offering to GA:  
1509 27th Avenue NE 
Minneapolis, MN  55418  
 
2) Give electronically at our 
website, 
www.gachurchmpls.org. Just click on the  
“Donate” buƩon on any page. Or scan QR code! 
 
3) Sign up to give electronically through our 
“Simply Giving” program. Email GA’s Finance 
Manager, Zach Copa, for details. Zach can also  
help you if you are interested in learning how to 
contribute stock donaƟons.   

Gustavus Adolphus Lutheran Church 
A Reconciling in Christ CongregaƟon 

Church Phone: 612-789-7256 
Fax: 612-789-1334 

Website: www.gachurchmpls.org 
 

Sunday Worship at 9:30 a.m. 

Church Staff ... 

The Rev. Sara Vanderpan, Interim Pastor (Ext. 10) 
 pastorsara@gachurchmpls.org 
 Cell phone (for texts/calls): 651-295-8557  
 
 

Deacon Phil Holzman, Minister of Word & Service (Ext. 11) 
 (Worship & Music, Parish AdministraƟon)
 philh@gachurchmpls.org 
 Cell phone (for texts/calls): 320-304-1774 
 
 

Zachary Copa, Finance Manager (Ext. 14)  
 zachc@gachurchmpls.org 
 
 

Joel Lurvey, Contemporary Choir Director 
 joel.lurvey@gmail.com 
 
 

Analisa Hillman, Church Custodian 
 analisah@gachurchmpls.org 

 
 
 

 


