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Incremental Re-Opening of GA for In-Person Worship Continues...

From the Re-Entry Committee & Church Council — PHASE 3.5

We want to thank everyone for their continued patience with us as we have sought to find a safe avenue to
reopen the church for in-person worship. We know not everyone was happy with the plan we rolled out for
June; thanks again for your patience.

At its June meeting, the Church Council acted on the Re-Entry Team’s
recommendation that me make another incremental move toward
reopening to in-person worship: Phase 3.5. The Re-Entry Team simply does
not have the capacity to write Phase 4 (which will include plans for Sunday
School) until late July for Church Council to act on in August. Stay tuned for
that plan later this summer. However, we wanted to move ahead with
reopening the church further because of the improving conditions of the pandemic due mostly to the
vaccination of a large portion of the population.

What does Phase 3.5 mean, you’re asking? The main points are:

We will allow up to 75 people in worship each Sunday.

We will NOT use the alphabet system any longer; you can attend every Sunday if you like.

We ask that you make a reservation by phone or e-mail if you plan to attend worship on a given Sunday.
We will continue to wear masks in the building.

The kitchen will remain closed for now; no coffee fellowship after worship yet.

More than one person will be allowed in a rest room at a time if folks are comfortable with that.
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We will continue to livestream worship on Zoom each Sunday for those not attending worship in person. The
link for that service will continue to be shared in the Saturday e-mail blast.

Regarding making reservations to attend worship, it’s very simple! Do one of the following by Saturday at

noon before the Sunday you plan to attend:

¢ Email Phil Holzman at philh@gachurchmpls.org and indicate how many people will be attending; or

+ Call Phil’s extension at church and leave a voicemail — 612-789-7256, EXTENSION 11. (As soon as the
phone system answers, dial 11 and you’ll be transferred to Phil’s extension!)

Again, we thank you for your continued patience as we make this move. We look forward to seeing more

people in worship on Sunday mornings starting in July! And stay tuned to further communications for news
of Phase 4 as we continue through the summer.

Holden Evening Prayer Services (outdoors)

“‘ We are planning two more outdoor evening services this summer using the
NC much-loved Holden Evening Prayer. We invite you to bring a lawn chair and
HOLDENSEVENI join us to sing and pray this liturgy on the following dates:
PRAYER l

¢ Wednesday, July 21, at 6:30 p.m.
¢+ Wednesday, August 18, at 6:30 p.m.
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Holy Communion in the Sanctuary

We have started handing out Holy Communion packets that include a small
bread wafer and cup of juice or wine. (See picture.) You no longer need to
provide your own elements from home. (Two drawbacks to these
packages: 1. They are a little difficult to handle, especially for arthritic or
larger hands; and 2. we do not currently have a gluten-free version to
offer.) We hope these packets are helpful and meaningful for worship, and
we do appreciate your patience as we continue to navigate through this
unusual time. Thank youl!

Third Quarter Devotionals Available

The latest “Christ in Our Home” devotional books (for July-September) have arrived at church
- and are ready for distribution. They are available as you pass through the Narthex on Sunday
. mornings. Plan to pick one up when you’re present for worship.

Quilters Meet Next on August 5
The quilting group is planning to meet for a quilting session on Thursday, August 5, starting at 9:30 a.m. There
will be no meeting in July.

Continuing Prayer Concerns of the GA Family
Sharon & Paul Banitt; DJ Bedah; Dorothy Bohn; Peggy Bowman;

Charline Burns; Amy Cersier; Bill Eads; Katie Falang;
Renae Frasee; Kimberly Garner; Sharon & Frank Haffner; % 3
Iva Lou Jones; Cindy Koolmo; Dan LaBelle; Judy & Katie Mahoney; s

Darlene McQuarrie; Jeff McQuarrie; Norma Munson; Juliana Palmer;

Jean Rosebrock; Kermit Sommers; Gayle Turnquist;

Stephanie Vavrichek; Andrew; Gretchen; Lukas; Toye; Cyndy; Alex; Katrina;
those who are homebound or in nursing homes or care centers.

Our continual prayers are offered for peace. We pray for all of the world’s governments, leaders, and peoples,
especially for those who work toward peace; and for those working on the front lines of this COVID-19 crisis.

To have someone’s name added to or removed from this list, contact Phil Holzman at
philh@gachurchmpls.org.

Sunday Zoom Worship -
9:30 a.m. Every Sunday

See the Saturday email each week for Zoom invitation link,
or contact Deacon Phil Holzman for call-in information.
If you don’t receive the Saturday email and would like to be
included, contact Deacon Phil as well.




Transition Musings
Interim Pastor Susan Masters
July 2020

After a long season of so many things being on hold during this pandemic, this summer it feels like
everything is happening at once!

At the recommendation of the Re-Entry Team, Church Council approved our return to in-person worship on
June 1. This reopening has been incremental, with 50 people allowed in the sanctuary throughout the month
of June. As of July 1, 75 people will be permitted in the sanctuary (including all the worship leaders) on
Sundays. We will utilize an RSVP system for folks to indicate their intention to come to church the following
Sunday.

While | yearn for the day ALL of us will finally be together in worship, getting to see even small numbers of

you on Sunday mornings has been wonderful. We will continue to maintain a virtual presence over Zoom - |
don’t expect that to ever change. But, hopefully over time, those who are able to attend worship in person

will return, and those who cannot will be warmly welcome via Zoom. Thanks be to God for Zoom!

This summer, we have also jumped headlong into the transition work we began in early 2020, just before the
lockdown. The Transition Team is currently leading us through some critical conversations about mission/
vision, finance/stewardship, conflict, communication, governance, and calling our next pastor. These
conversations will happen primarily on Sundays after worship and occasionally on other days - please watch
for further information about dates and topics as it is shared.

These days | think a lot about how interesting the timing of this pandemic has been for a congregation in a
time of interim. | firmly believe that after this pandemic lifts, every congregation will need to go through
some sort of a transition process, whether they are in between pastors or not. The pandemic will, | believe,
force Christendom to reconsider much about how we DO church, BE the church in the world, and ARE church
together. How fortunate for us that we were already asking these questions before the pandemic hit. And
with the Transition Team’s help, | am excited about how we might re-imagine our life together, in service to
God and to the world.

As in all things, | am honored to be your pastor in this challenging time. No, really. | mean it. You have been
such a lovely congregation to partner with in this time, and | am so grateful for your companionship. With

warmest regards to each of you.

Pastor Susan
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Check Out “My Very Own Bed”
While they’re not one of our Mission Partners, you might be interested in knowing about this group who
sought us out as a source for some publicity because they are based in Northeast. Read on...

My Very Own Bed is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization based in Northeast that
provides new beds and Dream Kits (bedding, book, and stuffed animal) to children in the
Twin Cities who have recently secured stable housing. While some families are able to
move out of homelessness and into a space of their own, they often lack the financial
resources to provide some essential items that help transform the house into a home.
Many children do not have a bed of their own to sleep on--they are sleeping on the floor
or air mattress or sharing a bed with a parent or sibling.

Founded in 2014, My Very Own Bed focuses on providing new beds for kids because of the transformative
power of healthy sleep to support kids in healing, growing, and thriving in their new homes. The new beds -
over 1,000 of them this year alone - have a ripple effect in the community. In their new beds, kids are
sleeping better and feeling better. Many also experience positive changes both at home and at school. As
one family explained, "having a bed promotes a sense of belonging and a pathway to reducing

stress." Describing her experience with My Very Own Bed's volunteers, another mom shared, "My children
got to see that there are good people in the world during a time of violence in our city and the pandemic.
The beds absolutely lifted up our Christmas and brought us joy for the New Year. . . . Before we were sharing
one, and | ended up getting COVID-19 awhile after getting the beds. If it wasn't for the beds, we would all
have had to share one bed together, and my children would have definitely gotten sick." For more
information about their work and their impact in the community, read their Community Report

here, https://www.myveryownbed.org/2020-community-report

My Very Own Bed relies on volunteers to support nearly every aspect of their work. If you'd like to get
involved, check out their regular opportunities on their website at https://www.myveryownbed.org/
volunteer and reach out at info@myveryownbed.org.

Isn’t this an awesome picture of the cross atop
our church building? Northeast Chorale member
Debbie Cain snapped it at one the chorale’s
recent outdoor rehearsals.

Gustavus Adolphus Executive Committee Contact Information...

Matthew Streed, President ............... matthewstreed@gmail.com
Derrick Watson, Vice-President......... dwmn2012@gmail.com
Dee Kjera, Secretary ......coocceeeeeeeeennns deekjera@gmail.com

Michelle Rinken, Treasurer................ michellekathleen@msn.com




Monthly Financial Report

May YTD May YTD
2021 2021
Actual Budget
Income 120,120 137,161
Expense 130,358 135,450
Inc - Exp (10,238) 1,711

May YTD May YTD
2020 2021 vs 2020
Actual Actual
144,487 (24,368)
140,030 (9,671)
4,458 (14,696)

Giving dropped off a bit in May as our monthly income of $16,958 fell short of our $24,010 expenses by

($7,052).

e Our YTD deficit is now ($10,238) as compared to ($3,186) in April and ($5,049) in March
e YTD our income is down ($24,368) vs. 2020 while expenses are down ($9,671)

Our good news for the month is that our PPP Loan Forgiveness Application has been forgiven — praise be to

God! We will not need to repay any of our 2020 loan to TCF.

As we enter this summer season, we ask that you would continue to consider how you might further
support the ministry here at GA. Thanks for your continued support!

Michelle Rinken, Treasurer

Gustavus Adolphus Luthcran Church

A Reconciling in Christ Congregation
Church Phone: 612-789-7256

5ur\da3 Worship at 9:30 a.m.

Church Staff ...

The Rev. Susan Masters, Interim Pastor (Ext. 10)
pastorsusan@gachurchmpls.org
Cell phone (for pastoral emergencies): 612-327-7454

Deacon Phil Holzman, Minister of Word & Service (Ext. 11)
(Worship & Music, Parish Administration)
philh@gachurchmpls.org
Cell phone (for texts/calls): 320-304-1774

Zachary Copa, Finance Manager (Ext. 14)
zachc@gachurchmpls.org

Joel Lurvey, Contemporary Choir Director
joel.lurvey@gmail.com

Linda Lindahl, Church Custodian

Ways You Can Give to GA During This Time
When We Are Apart

@

1) Mail your offering to GA:
1509 27" Avenue NE
Minneapolis, MN 55418

2) Give electronically at our website,
www.gachurchmpls.org. Just click on the

“Donate” button on any page.

3) Sign up to give electronically through our
“Simply Giving” program. Email GA’s Finance
Manager, Zach Copa, for details. Zach can also
help you if you are interested in learning how to
contribute stock donations.

Gustavus Adolphus Church Council
Matthew Streed, President

Derrick Watson, Vice-President
Dee Kjera, Secretary

Michelle Rinken, Treasurer
At-Large Members:

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
God's work. Our hands.
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\Wendy Bradshaw
James Hamilton
Curt Navratil

Jenny Parker
Beverly Prawalsky




