Lectionary 23
September 8, 2019
A Reconciling in Christ Congregation

All Are Welcome Here!
Gustavus Adolphus Lutheran Church proclaims that the Gospel is
God’s gift to all people, to be shared unconditionally. We rejoice in
the manner in which diversity has enriched, nurtured and
challenged the life and ministry we share in Christ. We know that
the world is often an unloving place and that the experience of
alienation is all too common. Because Christ reconciles us, we
welcome people of all ages, ethnic backgrounds, sexual orientations,
gender identities, physical and mental abilities, educational levels,
and socioeconomic backgrounds. We strive to be an evermore
welcoming community. Following the example of Christ, we extend a
most heartfelt welcome to all.

Our Congregation’s Vision Statement
God in Christ loves us; therefore, through the Holy Spirit we will:
Do justice
• We hope for our community and all of God’s creation
• We feed the poor and comfort the af licted
• We welcome and respect our neighbor and the stranger
Love kindness
• We love and care for our congregation and our community
• We practice forgiveness locally and globally
• We strive for compassion and acceptance
Walk humbly with our God
• We ind joy in creation
• We desire to grow in spirituality
• We delight in liturgical worship and creative expression
We are all children of God. Jesus calls us by name. With the Holy Spirit,
we seek to live out God’s grace.

9:30 a.m.

Welcome to
Gustavus Adolphus!
If you are a guest today,
please ill out the blue
slip included in today’s
bulletin so that we may
have a record of your
visit with us.
We welcome people of
all ages in worship.
Activity bags for
children are available
from the ushers.
We invite you to remain for
refreshments and a time
of fellowship following
worship today.
Please remember to silence
all electronic devices.

+

Please stand as you are able.

Gathering
PRELUDE

Setting, Donald Busarow
Lift High the Cross

+ CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
(We will use the left-column options)
+ GATHERING SONG

ELW page 94
ELW Hymn 660

Lift High the Cross
+ GREETING
P
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C
And also with you.
+ CANTICLE OF PRAISE

ELW page 140
This Is the Feast

+ PRAYER OF THE DAY
P
Let us pray. Extravagant God, you pour out blessings upon
us and lead us on the path of true life. Help us to choose
your way again and again, that we might revel in your love
and re lect it to all we meet. In the name of Jesus we pray.
C
Amen.

Word

FIRST READING
15See,

Worship Notes
Numbers marked with the word
“page…” are found in the front
portion of ELW (the red
hardcover hymnal, Evangelical
Lutheran Worship) at the bottom
left and right corners of
the page.
Numbers marked with the word
“Hymn…” are found in the back
portion of ELW in the upper left
and right corners of the page.
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Deuteronomy 30:15–20

I have set before you today life and prosperity, death and adversity.
you obey the commandments of the LABC your God that I am
commanding you today, by loving the LABC your God, walking in his ways,
and observing his commandments, decrees, and ordinances, then you shall
live and become numerous, and the LABC your God will bless you in the
land that you are entering to possess. 17But if your heart turns away and
you do not hear, but are led astray to bow down to other gods and serve
them, 18I declare to you today that you shall perish; you shall not live long
in the land that you are crossing the Jordan to enter and possess. 19I call
heaven and earth to witness against you today that I have set before you
life and death, blessings and curses. Choose life so that you and your
descendants may live, 20loving the LABC your God, obeying him, and
holding fast to him; for that means life to you and length of days, so that
you may live in the land that the LABC swore to give to your ancestors, to
Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob.

16If
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Introduction to the Day

Word of God. Word of life.
Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING

Philemon 1–21

1Paul,

a prisoner of Christ Jesus, and Timothy our brother,
To Philemon our dear friend and co-worker, 2to Apphia our sister, to
Archippus our fellow soldier, and to the church in your house:
3Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
4When

I remember you in my prayers, I always thank my God 5because I
hear of your love for all the saints and your faith toward the Lord Jesus. 6I
pray that the sharing of your faith may become effective when you perceive
all the good that we may do for Christ. 7I have indeed received much joy
and encouragement from your love, because the hearts of the saints have
been refreshed through you, my brother.
8For

this reason, though I am bold enough in Christ to command you to
do your duty, 9yet I would rather appeal to you on the basis of love—and I,
Paul, do this as an old man, and now also as a prisoner of Christ Jesus. 10I
am appealing to you for my child, Onesimus, whose father I have become
during my imprisonment. 11Formerly he was useless to you, but now he is
indeed useful both to you and to me. 12I am sending him, that is, my own
heart, back to you. 13I wanted to keep him with me, so that he might be of
service to me in your place during my imprisonment for the gospel; 14but I
preferred to do nothing without your consent, in order that your good deed
might be voluntary and not something forced. 15Perhaps this is the reason
he was separated from you for a while, so that you might have him back
forever, 16no longer as a slave but more than a slave, a beloved brother—
especially to me but how much more to you, both in the lesh and in the
Lord.

Called to contemplate the
cost of discipleship today,
we might be helped by
translating Paul’s request
to Philemon into our prayer
of the day: Refresh my heart
in Christ. Strengthened by
the company and
forgiveness of the Christ in
the blessed sacrament and
recalling God’s grace in
remembrance of baptism,
we can be strengthened in
this hour to “choose life”—
to choose life in God as
our own.

17So

if you consider me your partner, welcome him as you would
welcome me. 18If he has wronged you in any way, or owes you anything,
charge that to my account. 19I, Paul, am writing this with my own hand: I
will repay it. I say nothing about your owing me even your own self. 20Yes,
brother, let me have this bene it from you in the Lord! Refresh my heart in
Christ. 21Con ident of your obedience, I am writing to you, knowing that you
will do even more than I say.
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Word of God. Word of life.
Thanks be to God.
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+ ACCLAMATION

Guest Pastor
We want to welcome Pastor
Gordon Braatz back to GA
Church this morning.
Pastor Braatz has been with us
quite a few times in the past and
we are happy to welcome him
+ GOSPEL
Luke 14:25–33
back again today to lead worship
th
The Holy Gospel according to Luke, the 14 chapter.
and bring us the message. P

C

Glory to you, O Lord.

25Now

large crowds were traveling with [Jesus;] and he turned and said to
them,
comes to me and does not hate father and mother, wife
and children, brothers and sisters, yes, and even life itself, cannot be my
disciple. 27Whoever does not carry the cross and follow me cannot be my
disciple. 28For which of you, intending to build a tower, does not irst sit
down and estimate the cost, to see whether he has enough to complete it?
29Otherwise, when he has laid a foundation and is not able to inish, all who
see it will begin to ridicule him, 30saying, ‘This fellow began to build and was
not able to inish.’ 31Or what king, going out to wage war against another
king, will not sit down irst and consider whether he is able with ten
thousand to oppose the one who comes against him with twenty thousand?
32If he cannot, then, while the other is still far away, he sends a delegation
and asks for the terms of peace. 33So therefore, none of you can become my
disciple if you do not give up all your possessions.”
26“Whoever

Hymn of the Day
Today’s hymn was written for
this year’s God’s Work. Our
Hands. Sunday being observed
today by congregations
throughout the ELCA,
including here at GA.
The text and tune were written
by Wayne Wold, a Lutheran
church musician, composer, and
teacher residing in Maryland.
We hope that you /ind meaning
in the words of this hymn today
and that you enjoy singing it as
part of our worship on this
special day of service.
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C

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON
+ HYMN OF THE DAY

God’s Work, Our Hands

Continuing Prayer Concerns
Sharon & Paul Banitt;
DJ Bedah; Adrienne Bisping;
Mary Boatwright;
Peggy Bowman; Charline Burns;
Amy Cersier; Shirley Cropper;
Vi Dorumsgaard; Katie Falang;
Renae Frasee; Kimberly Garner;
Morrie Gulbrandson;
Nancy Johnson;
Michelle Mamood;
Darlene McQuarrie;
Jeff McQuarrie; June Mondeng;
Juliana Palmer; Jean Rosebrock;
Carol Stout;
Arden & Joyce Swanson;
Vi Tefft; Stephanie Vavrichek;
Marion White; Nikki Wick;
Andrew; Ann; Dave and family;
Sveah; Gretchen; Bre; Kathryn and
family; those who are homebound
or in nursing homes or care
centers.

+ PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
A
Loving God, we offer our prayers this day in gratitude and
thanksgiving, for in Christ you have laid a foundation for us
that we might follow you more closely.
Petitions follow. Each petition ends…
A
Lord, in your mercy,
C
hear our prayer.
After the /inal petition…
P
Now to you be all the glory, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, now
and forever.
C
Amen.
+ PEACE
P
The peace of Christ be with you always.
C
And also with you.

We extend prayers of Christian
sympathy to Megan Lussier,
Michael & Cassandra Lussier, and
other family and friends of Linda
Lussier who died this past week.
Linda’s funeral will be held here at
GA this Tuesday at 11:00 a.m.
Our continual prayers are offered
for peace. We pray for all of the
world’s governments, leaders, and
peoples, especially for those who
work toward peace.
To have someone’s name added to
or removed from this list, contact
Phil Holzman.

Meal
OFFERING
5

OFFERING HYMN

Offering Hymn
The giving of our tithes and
offerings is an act of worship.
Singing a hymn is also an act
of worship. To maintain a
worshipful mood during the
offering, we sing a hymn.

+ OFFERING PRAYER
P
God our provider, we bring nothing into this world and we
can take nothing out of it. Accept the gifts you have irst
given us, which we bring to your table, and with them the
offering of our lives. Nourish us now with the life that really
is life, revealed to us in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
C
Amen.
+ GREAT THANKSGIVING
P
The Lord be with you.
C
And also with you.
P
Lift up your hearts.
C
We lift them to the Lord.
P
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
P
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy…
join their unending hymn…
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+ WORDS OF INSTITUTION
+ LORD’S PRAYER
C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against
us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the
glory, forever and ever. Amen.
INVITATION AND DISTRIBUTION
We serve communion by intinction. Receive a wafer and dip it
into the larger chalice containing wine or into the smaller
chalice containing grape juice.
DISTRIBUTION HYMN –
When I Survey the Wondrous Cross
O Master, Let Me Walk with You

ELW Hymn 803
ELW Hymn 818

+ PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
A
Let us pray. God of blessing, at this table we have seen you
face to face, and in the gift of Christ’s body and blood, our
hearts have been refreshed. Send us now to shine with your
goodness and bear witness to the one we have received:
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
C
Amen.

Please join us for
The Lord’s Supper
All are invited to join us in the
Lord’s Supper. We believe that
Christ is present in the bread
and wine and that we receive
God’s grace and forgiveness
through this meal. Those
adults and children not
communing with us are
invited to come forward to
receive a blessing.
There are gluten-free wafers
available for those who need
them. Simply indicate this to
the communion server.

Sending
+ BLESSING

•

+ SENDING SONG
ELW Hymn 722
O Christ, Your Heart, Compassionate
+ DISMISSAL
P
Go in peace. Live in love as Christ loved us.
C
Thanks be to God!

•

POSTLUDE

•

Louis Nicolas Clerambault

Trumpet in Dialogue
You are always invited to remain and share in the postlude.

•

Liturgical Materials from Sundaysand
Seasons.com. Copyright 2019 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
And reprinted by permission of Westminster John Knox Press from
Feasting on the Word® Worship
Companion. Copyright 2012.
Liturgies reprinted by permission
under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies
Annual License #23346.
Music reprinted by permission of
OneLicense.net license#A-708093
and CCLI license#1955062.
New Revised Standard Version Bible,
copyright 1989, Division of Christian
Education of the National Council of
the Churches of Christ in the United
States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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Our Core Values at
Gustavus Adolphus
Lutheran Church

love
joy
hope
compassion
spirituality
forgiveness
acceptance

Gustavus Adolphus Lutheran Church
1509 27th Avenue NE, Minneapolis, MN 55418
Website: www.gachurchmpls.org
Email: info@gachurchmpls.org
Church Phone: 612-789-7256
Church Staff
The Rev. Jo Bauman Johnson, Pastor (Ext. 10)
pastorjo@gachurchmpls.org
Cell phone: 952-285-6945
Phil Holzman, Deacon/Minister of Word & Service (Ext. 11)
(Worship & Music, Parish Administration)
philh@gachurchmpls.org
Dan Hager, Finance Manager (Ext. 14)
danh@gachurchmpls.org
Joel Lurvey, Contemporary Choir Director
joel.lurvey@gmail.com

God’s Mission for Gustavus
Adolphus Church –
God’s Work. Our Hands
Your gift. Your choice.
Direct – Cash or check donation to the plate.

To build community
where God is at the center.

Online – On our website or by scanning the
QR code below with your smartphone.
Text to Donate – Text 612-235-4476 and
enter an amount (no dollar sign needed);
follow the prompts to complete your
donation.
Give+ App – Search “Give Plus Church” in
your phone’s App store, download, and /ind
Gustavus Adolphus by Zip Code (55418).

Serving Today
Ministers
Presiding Minister & Preacher
Assisting Minister
Minister of Worship & Music
Lector
Sacristan
Transportation
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The Baptized people of GA Church
Pastor Gordon Braatz
Hannah Rosebrock
Deacon Phil Holzman
Carlotta Rosebrock
Brandon Bisping
Joel Lurvey

