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Psalms, Hymns, and 

Spiritual Songs…A Sing-Along 

Sunday, October 6 

Join Joel Lurvey, our contemporary 

choir director, as he leads a session 

of singing a9er worship on Sunday, 

Oct. 6, in the sanctuary. This has 

been an idea Joel has had for 

awhile, and he is excited to invite 

everyone to join in this session.  

Come prepared to par>cipate and 

sing – and to be enriched! 

 

 

30-Minute Organ Concert 

Presented by Phil Holzman 

Sunday, October 27 

We will have a second musical 

opportunity a9er worship during 

October when GA’s minister of 

worship and music, Phil Holzman, 

presents his third organ concert of 

the year on Reforma>on Sunday, 

October 27, at 10:45 a.m.  
 

This recital will include organ 

pieces based on hymn tunes and 

will also include some 

congrega>onal singing of those 

hymn tunes. Plan to aDend! 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Sunday Morning Schedule for October 
 

October 6 Seventeenth Sunday Aer Pentecost 

 9:30 a.m. Worship – Guest Pastor: Gordon Braatz 

 10:45 a.m. – Sunday School and Frolic Classes 

 10:45 a.m. – Sing-Along led by Joel Lurvey:  

  Psalms, Hymns, and Spiritual Songs 

October 13 Eighteenth Sunday Aer Pentecost 

 9:30 a.m. Worship – Guest Pastor: Don Fulton  

 10:45 a.m. – Sunday School and Frolic Classes 

 10:45 a.m. – Sacred Sites (Grades 4-12): Labyrinth 

 10:45 a.m. – Seeing White Podcast Session 

October 20 Nineteenth Sunday Aer Pentecost 

 9:30 a.m. Worship – Guest Pastor: Erik Strand 

 NO Frolic or Sunday School (MEA Break) 

October 27 Reforma�on Sunday 

 9:30 a.m. Worship – Guest Pastor: Gordon Braatz 
  (or possibly new Interim Pastor) 

 10:45 a.m. – Sunday School (to Nursing Home) & Frolic 

 10:45 a.m. – 30-Minute Organ Concert – Phil Holzman 

 

Where We Stand in the Interim Process 
In mid-September, Church Council president Jenny Parker sent a leDer 

to GA Church members explaining that the council was in the process of 

interviewing candidates to be our interim pastor. As of this wri>ng, 

those interview have taken place and the council hopes to have news of 

the calling of a candidate in the coming days (unfortunately not in >me 

for this mailing).  
 

Here is a por>on of Jenny’s leDer, just as a reminder of how this process 

will work. Keep in mind that the leDer was wriDen more than two weeks 

ago, so some of the >ming references may be out of date! 
 

...This fall also brings some uncertainty about the coming months as we 

look forward to calling a new pastor. During the month of September, 

Council will be interviewing pastoral candidates to serve us during the 

�me before we call our next pastor. This �me period is called the interim 

period. An interim pastor can serve anywhere from 6-18 months; this is a 

�me of discernment for the congrega�on as we seek to understand our 

congrega�on, our ministry goals, and our priori�es for the next pastor. It 

is our hope that an interim pastor will be able to start some�me 

between mid-October and November 1. 
 

(Con>nued on page 3) 
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Monday Night Book Group Resumes October 14 
Join us at GA in October to discuss Sonia Nazario’s book Enrique’s Journey. This true story 

follows Enrique, an 11 year-old boy, who travels alone from Honduras to the United States in 

search of his mother. Learn about the perils many children face on their journey from La>n 

America to the United States. We will meet only one Monday to discuss this book – on 

October 14 at 7:00 p.m. All are welcome! 

 

 

October Community Meal 
We are looking forward to another great meal with our community members. We are blessed to gather with 

people who have so much to teach us. Please come if you are able! 

 

Here is our schedule for Community Meal Day: 

• 3:00 p.m. Prepara>on 

• 6:00 p.m. Serve/Eat and Clean-Up 

 

Ques>ons? E-mail Lynn Lurvey at lclurvey@gmail.com 

 

Save the Date for a special Advent Event 
Save Saturday, December 7, 10:00 a.m. to Noon on your calendar. The Congrega>onal Life 

CommiDee invites you to join us in wai�ng during the Advent season. Everyone is welcome to 

come to this special event where we will create special projects that remind us that Advent is 

the season of wai�ng. Baking bread and watercolors are just two examples of the variety of 

projects that will be available. This is a mul>-genera>onal event that you won’t want to miss. 

Oct. Serving Schedule  Assis5ng Minister Lector Sacristan Transporta5on 

October 6 Amanda Hakemian LyneDe Paulson Kathy SchueDe James Hamilton 

October 13 Hannah Rosebrock CarloDa Rosebrock Kathy SchueDe Joel Lurvey 

October 20 Andrea Carter Kim Huseonica Brandon Bisping Pat Lynch 

October 27 Joel Lurvey Joan Mitchell Kathy SchueDe Brian Hendrickson 

Bible and Brews 
When:  Tuesday, Oct 15, at 6:30 p.m. 

Where: Sean and Jenny’s,  

 1392 Buchanan Place NE,  

 Columbia Heights 
 

Join us on Tuesday, Oct. 15, as we discuss  

Scripture, current events, the Church, and       

of course. . . beer.  
 

Bring your favorite liba>on to share with 

the group. (If you’d like to help our hosts by 

bringing a snack as well, please do!) This 

month we’ll once again meet at the home of 

Jenny and Sean Tessmer. Hope to see you! 

Group Mee5ng Schedule 

Women of the ELCA (WELCA) 

 

Quilters – 

 

Deborah Circle – 

 

Men’s Breakfast – 
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Interim Process, con�nued from front page 
 

As a council we are aware of our budget constraints. We an�cipate 

that the interim pastor will be hired at three-quarters �me, allowing 

the hire to stay within the salary guidelines of the budget. We will 

announce the hiring of an interim pastor as soon as possible. Please 

look to the weekly service bulle�n, the “Gaze<e” and/or an email to 

update the congrega�on once an interim pastor is hired. Un�l then, 

we will use supply pastors on Sunday mornings to serve as worship 

leaders. Other pastoral acts such as funerals and bap�sms will 

con�nue with the guidance and wishes of each individual family. 

 

This past summer, we invited the synod to do a series of listening 

sessions with members of the congrega�on. These sessions provided 

the council with great insight to the workings of our congrega�on, 

both strengths and weakness. A final report from the consultants will 

be sent to council this month and will be shared with the 

congrega�on and interim pastor during the interim process and will 

help to guide our work in the months to come. 

 

God is at work at Gustavus Adolphus. We give thanks for 105
 
years 

of ministry and look forward to the endless possibili�es before us. 

 

Jenny Parker, 

Church Council President 

 

Lutheran Disaster Response … Hurricane Dorian 
(Press Release Published in September) 

Hurricane Dorian has hit with devasta>ng force, leading to major 

damage and a growing number of reported deaths in the Bahamas, and 

threatening the Carolinas with dangerous winds and storm surge.  

 

In the Bahamas, where the impact of the hurricane has been 

devasta>ng, Lutheran Disaster Response and the Florida-Bahamas 

Synod are collabora>ng to assess the immediate need for relief and 

recovery. Lutheran Disaster Response is also in communica>on with the 

South Carolina Synod, the North Carolina Synod, Lutheran Services 

Carolinas, and other partners who are preparing to respond.  

 

With your support, Lutheran Disaster Response can provide survivors of 

this hurricane and others like it with immediate relief and can 

accompany them on the long road to recovery. Your gi9s designated for 

“Hurricane response” will be used en>rely (100%) for direct response 

un>l it is complete. Together, we can support those whose lives have 

been impacted by hurricanes. 

 

If you wish to make a gi9, you can bring or send a check to church, 

made payable to Gustavus Adolphus with “Hurricane Response” in the 

memo line. We will forward all gi9s to Lutheran Disaster Response in a 

>mely fashion. 

Our Congrega5on’s  

Vision Statement 
(The congrega�on adopted this vision 

statement at the annual mee�ng of the 

congrega�on on January 24, 2016.) 

God in Christ loves us; therefore, 

through the Holy Spirit we will: 

Do jus�ce 

• We hope for our community and all 

 of God’s crea>on 

• We feed the poor and comfort the 

 afflicted 

• We welcome and respect our 

 neighbor and the stranger 

Love kindness 

• We love and care for our 

 congrega>on and our 

 community 

• We prac>ce forgiveness locally 

 and globally 

• We strive for compassion and 

 acceptance 

Walk humbly with our God 

• We find joy in crea>on 

• We desire to grow in spirituality 

• We delight in liturgical worship and 

 crea>ve expression 
 

We are all children of God. Jesus calls us 

by name. With the Holy Spirit, we seek 

to live out God’s grace. 

 

Our Congrega5on’s  

Core Values 
(These values were adopted by the 

congrega�on in 2010, just before our 

current mission statement was wri<en.) 

 

Love 

Joy 

Hope 

Compassion 

Spirituality 

Forgiveness 

Acceptance 

Respect 



 

-4- 

 August Financial Report 
 

  August 2019  August 2019 YTD August 2018 YTD 

Income  $22,434   $211,440  $202,263 

Expenses    22,204       232,432    220,549 

Income-Exp.               $     230                       <$  20,991>            <$  18,286> 

 

• Thank you for your con>nued support of GA. Our August monthly surplus of $230 has reduced our year-to-date 

deficit to $20,991. 

• On September 10, we received a gi9 of $10,000 from Bill McReavy of Washburn McReavy to be used for 

expenses. This gi9 will be reflected in the September financial report in next month’s “GazeDe.” 

• The budge>ng process for 2020 has begun; budget worksheets have been distributed to staff and commiDee 

heads. The final budget will be presented to the congrega>on in January. 

• Third quarter giving statements will be mailed in early October. 

• MIF (Mission Investment Fund) Loan.  Balance: $83,704.78 as of August 31, 2019. 

    Note: 10 year loan, $100,000. 4.5%, $1,073/month payments.  

              This loan was ini>ated as a bridge to fund church capital renova>ons as pledges were being  

               received over a three year period. 

• Next Finance CommiDee Mee>ng:  Thursday, October 10, at 6:00 p.m.                 

Capital Campaign Giving 
As of April 17, 2019, our Capital Campaign goal 

was reached. If you are s>ll giving to the Capital 

Campaign, we ask that you consider redirec>ng 

your gi9 to the General Fund. We request this 

because our Capital Campaign goal was met and 

our General Fund is in a deficit. 
 

Please contact Dan Hager, Finance Manager, at 

danh@gachurchmpls.org if you would like 

assistance changing your Simply Giving  

(Vanco) account. 

 

Trunk or Treat 
It’s >me for the annual Trunk or Treat event! Join 

us at Gustavus as we welcome trick or treaters. 

In past years there have been over 100 kids who 

have visited our parking lot! How do you get in 

on the fun? Show up in the parking lot with the 

garage. Get into the Halloween spirit and 

decorate your trunk. This is a bring your own 

candy event. We will be at Gustavus 5:00-6:30 on 

Halloween with hot cider and coffee. Join us!  

 
 

“Seeing White” Podcast 
The Congrega>onal Life CommiDee is offering a 

new educa>on series star>ng Sunday, Oct. 13, at 

10:45 in the Faith Room. Scene on Radio is a 

podcast that tells stories exploring human 

experience and American society. We will be 

exploring their award winning series “Seeing 

White.” What does it mean to be white in 

America? When did humans start to dis>nguish 

based on race? How has America constructed its 

society based on race? How have we adapted?  

 

There is no prepara>on 

required. Join us in the Faith 

Room as we listen to episodes 

together. Episodes are under 

45 minutes. Sean Tessmer   

and Amanda Hakemian       

will facilitate.  

 

This series is designed to con>nue the 

educa>onal work we started last spring with the 

YWCA facilitated racial jus>ce workshops. If you 

found that series s>mula>ng, be sure to join us 

on October 13. If you missed those workshops, 

don’t miss this opportunity to think about the 

American experience in a different way.  

 

We will meet the second Sunday of each month. 

Join us October 13 and again November 10.  
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to the Holy City, Jerusalem. Walking the labyrinth 

brought them to “the heart of God” without the 

danger and expense of a pilgrimage. 

• The labyrinth is not a maze. A maze has mul>ple 

paths and a myriad of choices, most of which 

lead nowhere. A labyrinth has a single path. With 

no choices or intersec>ons, the path leads you to 

the center. And what is God's mission for GA 

Church ... to build community where God is at  

the center. 
 

We will show you how to walk the Labyrinth.  Come 

and join us on our journey.  
 

Looking ahead: On October 27, we will have a second 

special edi�on Sacred Site visit. On October 27, we 

are planning a field trip to Hillside Cemetery as we 

prepare for All Saints Day. This visit will coincide with 

the younger Sunday School‘s annual Halloween visit 

to the nursing home.  

  

We will generally meet the second Sunday of the 

month for this ac>vity. Some ac>vi>es will be on-site 

and some will involve leaving the church. On Sunday, 

November 10, we will visit with the Mississippi 

Watershed Management Organiza>on.  

  

Confirma5on Ministry 
Confirma>on will begin for grades 6-8 on Sunday, 

November 3, facilitated by the interim pastor. This 

year, confirma>on class will take place during the 

Sunday School hour (10:45-11:30) in the Faith Room. 

Confirma>on classes will not take place on Sacred 

Site Sundays.  

 

In Memoriam… 
We extend Chris�an sympathy to the family and 

friends of… 

� Linda Lussier. Linda died on September 4.      

Her funeral was held at GA Church on 

September 10. 

� Marion White. Marion also died September 4, 

and her funeral was held at the Hillside Chapel 

on September 13. Marion was GA’s oldest 

member, having lived to be almost 101 years 

old at the �me of her death. 

 

 

 

 

Sunday School News 
Sunday School is off to a great start with over 30 

children registered and aDending class. Two 

important reminders for October Sunday School 

programming follow: 

• October 20 - No Sunday School for students 

aged three-years old through 5th grade;      

MEA Break. 

• October 27 - Reforma>on Sunday...  

◊  3
rd

 graders will receive Bibles in Worship. 

Parents and sponsors are invited to aDend 

worship and come forward with their child. 

◊  At 10:55 a.m. all students aged three-

years old to 3rd grade will walk to Bethany 

Covenant Home, 2309 Hayes St NE. Sunday 

School children will sing at the nursing 

home during Sunday School >me. Please 

pick your child up at the nursing home at 

11:30. Children are invited to wear their 

Halloween costumes to the nursing home. 

 

Sacred Sites Debut 
We are excited to introduce a new learning and 

fellowship opportunity for grades 4-12: Sacred Sites. 

What makes a space sacred?  Who uses these 

spaces? Why? This year we will be looking at 

different spaces around GA and Minneapolis. This is 

an ac>vity designed to bring together our young 

people in grades 4-12, facilitated by Joan Mitchell, 

Hannah Rosebrock and our grades 4 and 5 Sunday 

School teachers. Volunteers are welcome to join us!  

  

On October 13, 10:45-11:30, we will be walking a 

Labyrinth on-site at Gustavus. The Labyrinth is a form 

of body prayer. Saint Augus>ne is o9en quoted as 

having said, “It is solved by walking.” Labyrinth 

walking has been called the “laying on of feet.” 

 

What is a Labyrinth? 

• The labyrinth is an ancient tool for reflec>on on 

one’s life and one’s spiritual journey. The earliest 

labyrinth s>ll in existence is on the island of Crete 

and was built around 2500 BC. 

• The labyrinth is a paDern which creates “sacred 

space.”  To walk the labyrinth is to experience a 

>me of healing, clarity and transforma>on. 

• European Chris>ans placed labyrinths in many of 

their cathedrals during the >me of the crusades 

to symbolize their tradi>on of making pilgrimages 
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Church Staff ... 

 

 

Phil Holzman, Deacon (Ext. 11) 

 (Worship & Music, Parish Administra>on)

 philh@gachurchmpls.org 
 

 

Dan Hager, Finance Manager (Ext. 14)  

 danh@gachurchmpls.org 
 

 

Joel Lurvey, Contemporary Choir Director 

 joel.lurvey@gmail.com 
 

 

 

All Are Welcome Here!

 


