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Advent and Christmas at Gustavus Adolphus
The season of Advent begins on Sunday, December 2. It is a season of
wai;ng and hope as we wait for the coming of the Savior – both the
second coming of Jesus and recalling how God sent his Son in the form
of a baby born in Bethlehem. We invite you to worship with us each
week and to take part in some special ac;vi;es both at church and at
home as outlined in this newsle?er to enrich the meaning of this holy
season. Here is a week-by-week schedule of our worship services for the
month of December, as we celebrate Advent and Christmas together...
•

Sunday, December 2 … First Sunday of Advent
9:30 a.m. – Advent Worship

•

Sunday, December 9 … Second Sunday of Advent
9:30 a.m. – Advent Worship featuring the Sunday School
children presen;ng their Christmas program:
O Come, Let Us Adore Him
10:45 a.m. – Potluck Lunch for everyone

•

Sunday, December 16 … Third Sunday of Advent
9:30 a.m. – Advent Worship
4:00 p.m. – A Fes;val of Nine Lessons & Carols presented by the
musicians of GA Church and the Northeast Chorale.
Come early (3:45) for beau;ful music by a string quartet!

•

Sunday, December 23 … Fourth Sunday of Advent
9:30 a.m. – Advent Worship

•

Monday, December 24 … The Na&vity of our Lord/Christmas Eve
3:45 p.m. – Handbell Prelude by the Gustavus Bells
4:00 p.m. – Christmas Eve Worship
(Note that we will only have one Christmas Eve service!)

•

Tuesday, December 25 … The Na&vity of our Lord/Christmas Day
9:30 a.m. – Christmas Day Worship

•

Sunday, December 30 … The First Sunday of Christmas
9:30 a.m. – Worship

EMAIL: info@gachurchmpls.org
SUNDAY WORSHIP: 9:30 a.m.

Give a Good Gi, this Advent:
God’s Global Barnyard at GA!
An animal can make a diﬀerence
for a family in need. Animals
provide food to eat, fer;lizer to
grow crops, and oﬀspring to sell on
the market. With one giG, you can
help a family escape the cycle of
hunger and poverty for good. Give
a good giG of chicks, a pig, honeybees, or even a cow for a family
farm. GA is par;cipa;ng in a variety
of ways this Advent season:
Donate money: Sunday School
kids will each build a coin box
to raise funds for God's Global
Barnyard good giGs. You can
take a coin box home, too.
There will be some available in
the narthex at church. Collect
your money during Advent and
return the bank to church at
Christmas ;me.
Help with noisy oﬀerings
during worship this Advent
season. Bring loose change to
worship each Sunday.
Choose and buy your good
gi,: Select an animal giG ornament from the decorated tree
in the Narthex and pay for the
good giG during collected oﬀering during worship or mailed
check to GA.

Give a good gi, that grows the
church, ﬁghts hunger, and transforms lives! Reach out to Hannah
Rosebrock for further ques&ons!

Bible and Brews

Group Mee&ng Schedule

When: Tuesday, Dec. 11, at 6:30 p.m.
Where: Sean and Jenny’s,
1392 Buchanan Place NE,
Columbia Heights

Women of the ELCA (WELCA)

Quilters –

Join us on Tuesday, Dec. 11, as we discuss
Scripture, current events, the Church, and
of course. . . beer.
Bring your favorite liba;on to share with the
group. (If you’d like to help our hosts by
bringing a snack as well, please do!) This
month we’ll once again meet at the home of
Jenny and Sean Tessmer. Hope to see you!

Men’s Breakfast –

Deborah Circle –

Thank You, November Ministry Circle
Thank you to everyone who served coﬀee, ushered, and served as greeters during the month of November!
– Joan Mitchell, November Circle Coordinator

Quilters’ Sale - December 2
Quilts of various sizes and other items will be on sale at church on Sunday, December 2. Proceeds will help fund
the Hat/Mi?en Drive, Sheridan Story, and our Community Meals.

Quilters Past and Present
On Thursday, December 6, the quilters will be having a holiday luncheon. Ac;ve members, try to come at 10:00;
guests can come for lunch at noon (or earlier if you want to work). There will be ;me if people want to work on
projects aGer lunch. Also, if you would like to par;cipate in the cookie exchange, please bring a dozen of your
favorite cookies!

MiCen and Hat Collec&on
We will again collect new mi?ens, gloves, hats, and scarves for local school children in January. So when you are
doing your Christmas shopping, scoop up an item or two for the kids. Or relieve that holiday stress by kniOng or
sewing something warm.

February Cra,y Women Retreat
There is room for a few more people at the retreat in February. It will be at the Oak Forest Retreat Center.
Contact Mary Larson for more details: larson1953@msn.com or 612-781-4104.
Dec. Serving Schedule

Assis&ng Minister

Lector

Sacristan

Transporta&on

Dec. 2

Cheryl Johnson

Lyne?e Paulson

Joan Mitchell

James Hamilton

Dec. 9

Hannah Rosebrock

Carlo?a Rosebrock

Nicole Navra;l

Joel Lurvey

Dec. 16

Gary Anderson

Adrienne Bisping

Brandon Bisping

Pat Lynch

Dec. 23

Andrea Carter

Gary Anderson

Brock Bisping

Brian Hendrickson

Dec. 24 – 4:00 p.m.

Calvin Huseonica

Kim Huseonica

Andrea Carter

Dec. 25 – 9:30 a.m.

Hannah Rosebrock

Julie O’Donnell

Dec. 30

Jus;n Navra;l

Joan Mitchell

Nicole Navra;l

Ron Anderson

Dec. Ushers:
Ministry Circle 1
(Mary Larson,
coordinator)

Our Congrega&on’s
Vision Statement
(The congrega.on adopted this vision
statement on January 24, 2016.)
God in Christ loves us; therefore,
through the Holy Spirit we will:
Do jus ce
• We hope for our community and all
of God’s crea;on
• We feed the poor and comfort the
aﬄicted
• We welcome and respect our
neighbor and the stranger
Love kindness
• We love and care for our
congrega;on and our
community
• We prac;ce forgiveness locally
and globally
• We strive for compassion and
acceptance
Walk humbly with our God
• We ﬁnd joy in crea;on
• We desire to grow in spirituality
• We delight in liturgical worship and
crea;ve expression
We are all children of God. Jesus calls us
by name. With the Holy Spirit, we seek
to live out God’s grace.

Our Congrega&on’s
Core Values
(These values were adopted by the
congrega.on in 2010, just before our
current mission statement was wri0en.)

Love
Joy
Hope
Compassion
Spirituality
Forgiveness
Acceptance
Respect

December Community Soup Meal
December is a busy season, and we are looking for someone to be
our lead for the December Meal which is scheduled for Saturday,
December 22. One idea is to have a Soup and Bread Supper. (Not to
be confused with what will be the 2nd Annual Great Chili Cook-Oﬀ
in 2019!) We can have several people bring a soup for 12, and then
guests can enjoy a few varie;es.
Please reach out to Lynn Lurvey if you
are able to take the lead for this meal
and/or if you are willing to drop oﬀ
soup on or before December 22.
Thank you in advance for suppor;ng
the Community Meal. It is always such a wonderful opportunity to
sit with our neighbors and connect. God’s blessings to you all.
Lynn
lclurvey@gmail.com
612-245-6099 - leave a message and I can return your call.

Join Us at Church for Advent Movie Nights
Advent is full of wai;ng. We wait and look forward to celebra;ng
the fact that God loves us so much that he sent his Son into the
world to save us. This wai;ng is far
from empty; rather, it is full of hope.
Come and wait together as we watch
“wai;ng” movies on Monday nights
(December 3, 10, and 17) at GA at 6:30
p.m. in the Media Room. Movies
include: The Wai.ng Room, The Way,
The Big Night, and Babe0e’s Feast. Ques;ons? Contact Joan
Mitchell. See you in the Media Room on Monday nights!

Hear the Northeast Chorale at the IDS Center – Dec. 1
The Chorale will be singing this Saturday, Dec. 1, at 12:00 noon at
the IDS Center, 80 S. 8th St., downtown Mpls. Start your Advent
season with some music of the season by our very own NE Chorale!

Monday Night Book Club on Hiatus un&l January!
Monday Night Book Club will not meet in December. Look for
informa;on in Sunday bulle;ns about our next book and mee;ng
date/;me in January.

Sheridan Story Help Needed in December
We need folks to distribute food at NE Middle School on three
Fridays in December (7th, 14th, and 21st). You can sign-up on the
sheet in the Narthex at church (at the top of the stairs).

From Jenny Parker, Sunday School Coordinator

Bap&sm…

Help put up the stage for the Sunday School
program. A few good volunteers are needed on
Sunday, December 2, to help assemble the stage.
Please bring your own drill. (Note: we’ll need
some help on Dec. 9 aGer the program to take
the stage down again!)

On Sunday, November 18, we
welcomed Sylvie Jane Reopelle
into the family of Christ through
the sacrament of Holy Bap sm.
Sylvie is the daughter of Joy
Anderson and Nathan Reopelle
and sister to Natalie. We pray
God’s richest blessings on Sylvie,
her family, and her sponsors.

Sunday School Program rehearsal for Sunday School children is
Saturday, December 8, from 10 a.m. to 12 noon. Lunch will be
provided. We are seeking help with the lunch. If you could help
serve lunch, please let Jenny Parker or Mary Larson know.

Funerals…

Congrega;onal Potluck will follow the worship service on
Sunday, December 9. Please plan on a?ending. Dessert will be
provided. Please provide a main dish, appe;zer, or salad.

Duane F. Lussier, November 2;
Lyle S. Johnson (former GA
member), November 14.

Volunteers are needed to help with the congrega;onal potluck.
We need help seOng up on Saturday, December 8, star;ng at
11 am. And help is needed before, during, and aGer the potluck
on the 9th. Please let Mary Larson know if you can help.

We extend Chris.an sympathy to
the family and friends of these
two men as they grieve their loss.

More from Lona About Minnesota Council of Churches Refugee Services (One of our Mission Partners)
Hello Gustavus Adolphus,
This month as I am going to focus on the eligibility and rese?lement selec;on process of refugees. This en;re
process happens before refugees arrive in the United States and start working with organiza;ons like our mission
partner: the Minnesota Council of Churches- Refugee Services (MCC). There tend to be quite a few misconcep;ons
about how easily it is for a refugee to arrive in the United States and I would like all of us to look at this a li?le
closer.
Once refugees ﬂee their hometown, they seek safety and shelter in neighboring regions or even countries. Not
everyone has connec;ons outside of their home area and seek out a refugee camp. Although many of these camps
are set up for temporary stays, the length of ;me that a refugee will live at a camp can be many years (even
decades). Some refugees were born and raised in a refugee camp and have never been to their hometown.
To be considered eligible for refugee rese?lement into a third country (such as the United States), the United
Na;ons High Commission for Refugees (UNHCR) will need to determine that they are not able to safely return to
their homeland. Less than 1% of refugees in the world will qualify for rese?lement in a third country each year.
Refugees chosen to enter the United States go through quite a few steps and the smallest inconsistency will delay
the process. Since it is a lengthy process, I have included a handout from the White House that MCC has provided
on their website.
Some of you have asked about the origin of the most recent refugees. For a very detailed look at the sta;s;cs
about refugee rese?lement in the United States, please read over this informa;on by the United Na;ons High
Commission for Refugees (UNHCR) provided on the next page.
Many of us are fortunate to have never had to think seriously about where we would go or what we would do if
suddenly our hometown is no longer safe for us to reside. During this holiday season, take some ;me to think
about what you would do in this situa;on and remember the many families that will not be celebra;ng the
holidays safely in their hometown.
I will leave you this month with a quote from one of my previous asylee clients, “I will not tell you about what I
have been through; I do not want to burden your heart.”
Lona Hendricks

Lutheran Disaster Response – California Wildﬁres
As we all are aware, wildﬁres have ravaged several areas of
California recently. There has been loss of life, loss of property, and loss of hope. However, we can help the vic;ms of
these wildﬁres by giving through Lutheran Disaster Response.
At its November mee;ng, GA’s Church Council designated
$5,000 from the large check we received this fall to go to
Lutheran Disaster Response to help with wildﬁre relief.
Lutheran Disaster Response has already begun addressing
immediate needs, including providing food and other necessi;es to survivors. They are also preparing to address long-term needs. The need will be great.
There are Lutheran Disaster Response brochure/mailers in the Narthex at church. Take one home and mail in
your giG directly to help in this relief eﬀort. Or you can give online at h?ps://www.elca.org/Our-Work/Reliefand-Development/Lutheran-Disaster-Response/Our-Impact/US-Wildﬁres. Remember that 100% of your
dona;on to LDR goes directly to those aﬀected by disaster. Thank you for your considera;on.

Financial Reports – General Fund and Capital Appeal
October General Fund Financials
Income
Expenses
Income-Exp.

Oct. 2018
$21,724.82
28,202.47
<$ 6,477.65>

Oct. 2018 YTD
$271,863.40
277,418.17
<$ 5,554.77>

Oct. 2017 YTD
$242,145.16
253,727.48
<$ 11,582.32>

In October, Council approved to Build Community with God at the Center by giGing $5,338.00 to our Ministry Partners and
$13,348.00 to GA’s Endowment Fund for future benevolences. (These numbers will be reﬂected in YTD expenses in the January
Gaze?e.) In November, Council approved to Build Community with God at the Center by giGing $5,000.00 to ELCA Disaster ReliefCalifornia Wildﬁres.
On Nov. 2, Washburn-McReavey donated $10,000 to GA for general expenses (this amount will be reﬂected in income in
January’s Gaze?e ar;cle). In September, GA received a dona;on from the Minneapolis Founda;on in the amount of $26,696.00.
I can’t help but wonder if these dona;ons are a mere coincidence or God at work? Are these giGs reciprocated blessings of our
own giving?
As of the wri;ng of this ar;cle, GA is running a deﬁcit in our YTD giving. Our giving, however, is contribu;ng to God’s powerful
work in the world. As we come to the end of 2018, please remember that your ﬁnancial oﬀerings Build Community with God at
the Center. Thank you!
Thinking of contribu;ng to GA from your IRA? If you designate funds toward GA out of an IRA, it will not be a part of your taxable
income for 2018. If you have ques;ons about this, feel free to contact Dan Hager, Finance Manager.
Daryl Ma?son is resigning from the Finance Team aGer many years of service. Thank you, Daryl!
Next Finance Commi?ee Mee;ng: Thursday, December 13, at 6:00 p.m.
Andrea Carter, Treasurer

Capital Appeal Update
Capital Appeal funds report that as of Oct. 11 we were at 95% of goal. We have received $241,280.60 of our pledged goal of
$254,352.00. We are thankful to those who pledged and have given; we are thankful to those who have pledged and con;nue to
give; we are thankful to those who did not pledge but have given! We will wrap up the campaign on Pentecost 2019. If you have
not given your pledge or if you want to give to the appeal, it is not too late. Simply designate "Capital Appeal" on your giG or mark
it in Simply Giving. We give thanks to all of you.
The “All Are Welcome” Appeal Team
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Church Staﬀ ...
The Rev. Jo Bauman Johnson, Pastor (Ext. 10)
pastorjo@gachurchmpls.org
Cell phone: 952-285-6945
Phil Holzman, Deacon/Minister of Word and Service (Ext. 11)
(Worship & Music, Parish Administra;on)
philh@gachurchmpls.org
Dan Hager, Finance Manager (Ext. 14)
danh@gachurchmpls.org
Joel Lurvey, Contemporary Choir Director
joel.lurvey@gmail.com

All Are Welcome Here!

